From: In the Wake of the Setting Sun, Chapter XVII, by James Carter, Hurst and Blackett Ltd., London, 1908.

October 31st 1907.—Fine day and bright. At 10:20 took the train to Topsham and went for a walk through the town and by the river to the old shipping quay, where a small vessel was lying; only vessels under, say, three hundred tons, can find sufficient water to reach the quay. The canal from Exeter ends at Topsham. Do not find much change in the old town. A new stone church has been built upon the old site near the water. The streets are as I remember them—narrow, lined with small shops and houses. The Parsonage, or Vicarage, is situated in a nice old place amid shrubs and well sheltered by tall trees. There are a few fine old homesteads in lovely grounds. Mr. Ross's old homestead is still standing, owned now by a Dr. Few, who, on account of ill-health, has given up practice. The property is for sale. Was speaking to the proprietor, who showed me over the grounds. He inherited it through his wife, a niece of Mr. Ross. A Mrs. Wright is still living, who was formerly a Miss Brand, cousin of Mrs. Ross; her husband was a clergy- man. The place is in no way altered, and the house is in good repair. Visited the grounds of Squire Hamilton, who has a fine estate on the Topsham Road going to Exeter—very extensive park and fine old trees. The house is of stone—portico and plain front devoid of any ornamentation except a wreath of flowers. It is a large building, and I was much pleased to see that the grounds had so far escaped the modern jerry-builder. The country looked fresh and green, although many of the old trees are being denuded of their leaves. The fall flowers, how- ever, look quite gay in the cottage-gardens, and give them an old home appearance. The cottages have nice vegetable gardens in the background. The labouring classes complain that it is now hard to get employment at Topsham, and that the trade and labour market is not as good as it was formerly. The Rev. F. Hamilton Carrington, who for many years before his death, in 1839, was the rector of the cathedral in St. John's, Newfoundland, was born in Topsham in 1782.
