The Newfoundland Ancestor 7,4
WILL OF ROBERT CARTER OF FERRYLAND, 1775
Submitted by Ronald J. Fitzpatrick (#937)
R.R. # 2, Box 7, Site 11,
Paradise, NF CANADA AIL 1C2
Robert CARTER was born in Sidmouth, Devon, England, in 1722. In the mid 1740s Carter and his wife emigrated to Ferryland. It is said that they were on their way to New England, but his wife, dreading another sea voyage, persuaded him to settle there. He established himself as a merchant, and in 1749 was appointed a Judge of the Surrogate Court for the District of Ferryland, a position he maintained among others until his death on October 18, 1800.
The Carter family has been very prominent in Newfoundland history. Robert's son,
William CARTER (1751-1840), was Judge of the Court of Vice-Admiralty in St. John's. Williams son, Peter Weston CARTER (1787-1871) was made Chief Magistrate of St. John's in 1842, and in that same year heard a case in which his son, Frederick Bowker Terrington CARTER (1819-1900), was counsel. Later Sir Frederick CARTER became Prime Minister, and following his political career. Chief Justice. He was also an observer to the Quebec Conference of 1864 and a supporter of Confederation with Canada at that time. Weston CARTER, the oldest son of Sir Frederick, gave his life saving two girls from drowning in St. John's, and a monument was erected to his memory in front of Government House shortly after his death.
The following is the will of Robert CARTER Sr., dated 1775. The original document can be found In the Carter Collection, MG 31, in the Provincial Archives of Newfoundland and Labrador. There is a treasure trove of information in this collection for anyone, such as myself, who does research on this historic family. I would appreciate hearing from anyone who has done any research on this family, or any others in the Ferryland area.
I Robert Carter of Sidmouth in the County of Devon now living and resideing in Ferryland in the Island of Newfoundland being Weak of Bodie but of sound mind & memory do make this my last Will and Testament
My Will and desier withine forty eight hours after or less after the Breath of Life depart my body, to be Buried in the common Buring ground the south side of the Harbour of Ferryland. If I depart this life in the month of may June July, August or September, to be burled between the hours of ten & twelve in the forenoon (Private Burial) in Manner & form as folloth for the Woman that Wash my Bodie to pay her Two dollars -- to the Carpenter for makeing a plain Coffin of pine board one dollar -- no pain, lacker or Varnish etc. on any part of the Coffin - - my Grave to be diged five feet deep from the Spine the man for diging the Grave and Bureing me pay him Two dollar -- for six common Servants to Bare me to my Grave, & lay me in the grave one dollar for each -- Barrer - - for the parson, or Person who reads the Burial Service to give him two dollars no hat_       or gloves to any person nor any sort Mourning whatsoever – further my Will and desier that my wife nor either of my sons or daughters ware any Mounting for me -- therefore I hope thy will fullfill my desier -- the Spirit of all mankind which is the breath of Life returns to God who gave it the Body returns to its mother Earth –This hath ben the Last of the Generations of old and will be the lost of future Generations -- there is no distinction between the Rich, or the Poor in the Grave

If I depart my Life in the Months October, November, December, January, February, March, April to be Buried in Forty Eight Hours - between the Hour of Eleven In the forenoon, & three afternoon - In a privat Manner -- further my Will and desier that my body may be put into the coffin and screw down the cover with Screws.

no Wakings of my Bodie. I protest against such practices, its very Indecent –

I give & bequeath unto my Wife Ann Carter an annuity of thirty pounds per Annum
Yearly & Every Year to be paid on the first day of November during her Widdowhood, all my Estates goods & Chattals etc. shall be Liable in the first place to pay the said annuitey as at become que also I give and bequeath to my wife the use of all my household furniture, without Exception of any part thereof dureing her Widowhood if She Marrie the forfit her annuiety to gather with all my househould furniture to be forfited. My son William Carter my Executor of this my Last will & Testament to take possesion of all & singlar my Estates on the Island of Newfoundland goods & Chartes etc. etc. –

Item I give & Bequeath unto My son Robert Carter all my wareing apparel Woolen & Linning etc. etc. & one Guinea.

Item I give and bequeath to Ann Sweetland Smoleth History of England three Vol. folio -Sters Sermons 6 Vol. & One Guinea.

Item I give my daughter Joan Tessier one Guinea

all my Estate or Estates in the Island of NF all my goods I give & Bequeath unto my son William Carter makeing him my Whole & sole Executor of this My last Will & Testament - - I do hereby revoke all former Wills - desiering my Executor to full this my will -in Witnes herof I have here unto set my hand and Seal In Ferryland Newfoundland March the Twenty ninth one thousand Seven Hundred Ninty five.

Signed Seald in the presence
of us

Robert Carter

Thomas Norrts
John Aylward
James Kuffe

