The following information was obtained from a report from the House of Assembly of April 1, 1856, found in the Thursday, April 3, 1856 edition of the Newfoundlander:

Mr. Edward D. Shea moved an adoption on an address to His Excellency the Governor, requesting that he would be pleased to sanction the appropriation of 50 pounds to reward Francis Geary, John Costello, William Morry, Marmaduke Clow, Henry Morry, Richard Sullivan, Thomas Norris, James Sweeney, Peter Kelly, John Keef (re) wreck of the Heather.

The heroic conduct of these men was beyond all praise and demanded substantial 
acknowledgement both from the House and community. Shea read a letter from Rev. Mr. Cummins, Catholic Clergyman from Ferryland, on the subject. The letter was dated Ferryland, .March 27, 1856, and the following is a synopsis of it:
"Since I came to Ferryland nearly five years ago, I have seen nothing like the scene witnessed during the last three or four days concerning the loss of the Heather, belonging to Messrs. Grieve & Co., on Wednesday last. About half past two a skirt of ice was seen off this place with 3 or 4 men on it. When it was mentioned to him (Fr. Cummins) men surrounded him in crowds. A good skiff was launched and at ten minutes to three brave-hearted men, some of them with large families, were on hand and went off to rescue their fellow men from a watery grave. They went with a few cakes of bread and water and in one hour reached the poor fellows - Captain, Mate and two men. They took on three men as Captain Ash was a mile east of these. The ice was a bad risk but they reached him in a very weak state. The stout hearted men took them on board and treated them well, but a wind sprung up from the Westward rather suddenly and a strong breeze that they thought it prudent not to leave the ice for the night.

Thursday appeared and not a word from the skiff or crew. Friday came and no account from them. We sent out a western boat and 8 men and they returned without information.

Fancy the agony of the people during this time - nothing but weeping and lamentation. The crew left the ice about 12 o'clock on Thursday though blowing half a gale of wind, and arrived at Witless Bay at 10 o'clock at night, all hands safe, though much fatigued, and on Friday evening about 5 o'clock reached Ferryland to the great joy and consolation of their friends and neighbours. Great joy. It was a regular jubilee. The conduct of these brave men should not go unrewarded. Not that I think one of them left with any idea of reward having but one object in view to rescue their fellow men from death. Nevertheless, I think they are well entitled to a handsome remuneration and besides, it should be given as a stimulant for future occasions - hoping they will be few and far between".

The following are further comments from Members of the House of Assembly:

Mr. Hugh Hoyles (later Prime Minister) said that the conduct of these men doubtless, deserved the highest reward, and that it was right that the House should mark its approbation of their conduct. He thought a silver medal should be given.

Mr. March: He thought handsome watches with an inscription should be given.

Mr. Shea said "Six of the men had large families and preferred money. Adopted unanimously.

