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May 29, 1969

Hello Tom & Ev.


How are you all? Had a letter from Gladys about a week ago. They are arriving here on the 8 of July, & Reg has to leave for home on the 24th. Only a short visit. But it will be nice to see them. There are five of them coming. Maybe six. I got the Wee Hoose cleared up and oiled inside. The weather is awful; some days its fine, others wind-rain-snow. Salmon are scarce and lobster not too plenty. And the people in town make you mad. With the lobster & salmon up your way all have that disease and you could not get to sell salmon for a week or more. I expect the uproar about it will cause a lot of trouble in the American market.

There is a good sign of cod too, but no one to catch it. Of course all the memorial crowd will walk around unemployed during the Holidays they won’t fish like their fathers. Didn’t they make an awful mess of the Long Island Business? Now the Placentia fishermen want it closed down altogether, and of course moving the population is going to be about the worst thing that could happen. They all have to leave their ground fishing premises and all, & where they lived for hundreds of years without the dole. There are two families of Gowers (?). They came from up there, & they could not get a house in Fermeuse so they live in old shacks in Calvert, & both families are on the dole the whole year round. Eight more families in Fermeuse the same. To feed those families would pay for a lot of lights, and school teachers too. And that is only a small part of the story. I would not want to be the one of the next party to clean up the mess of Joey & his rogues.

Bill is making great improvements on the stores. He wants them modernised for dry fish. He got the most of his fish from Placentia last year, He did not want to change the Old Store. That must be the oldest of one of the oldest stores in the country then. He has awful weather to work in. Had a letter from jean and Kay last week and Elsie too. They are all well, except jean whose headaches are back again, & giving her a lot of trouble. She says the smog is awful there. Lots of people are leaving. Morry is going to school in Paris for a year, next month and Karen’s husband is called in the navy. She is going to try for a job nearer home. Margaret passed all her exams, Got As in all her subjects. Haven’t seen Slim since he was up trouting for the weekend. Guess he passed each time in the night, as he didn’t call in.

Pete is in Churchill Falls again. He likes it down there. Did you ask Lanny about those notes of mine? I’m trying to get some notes on Ferryland for the unveiling. I have an awful memory lately. Forget everything and have headaches. Not picking up much if any. Too darn lonely. No one to talk to. Nick Johnston, or Will Furlong never go out too much. Think you are able to wrangle a few days when Reg is down? Are the boys working? Remember me to all and write sometimes. And don’t send anything for father’s Day. You kids are far too good to me.

  




Love, Dad
