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HONCONFCRMIST BOHOOL: LLAVDARF HOUSE
ACADISMY, RBGENT STREET, 1799=1853

Nonconfermist scheal] The worda sound strangs in the medern context
of free and universal education, but ons bundred and ninety years ago,
about which time our stery begine, eppoviumities for sducstion~-parti-
oularly for &issenters--were very limited indeed,

As you doubtless kmew, churchmen and &issenters were, st one time, deeply
divided, not only en religious issues, but in polities as well. Dissenters
laboursd under severs disabilities. They wers bamned from the universities,
denied the right of public office, and trsated in many weys as second-
olase citizens. Thase matters wers of partlsuler importance in & town like
Cambridge, where existed a large and growing bedy of people disaffected
with the govermment, the Establiighed Church ard that privileged cless of
young men who came up to study at the Univeraity.

The Fremeh Revolutiom brought turmoil inte the locel cowmunity, Many
&issenters sympathised with the Hevolution in i%s early stages. The dissentin
meeting~house in Downing Fluce (erected in 1790) was attacked by an Anti-
Jatobin mob in December 1792 and had ell its windows broken; a bookletd
written by Robert Robinson (minister of the Baptist meeting in St Andrew's
Street) metting out the principles of nonconformity was roundly ¢ondemned
by Edmund Burke in the House of Commens=-full of the moat audacious libels
on the national establisiment, he fumed--; and Benjemin Flewer, another
Cambridge dissenter, found himself in Newgate prisen for six months for
saying unkind mwmbout Dp
Richard Watson, Bishep of Llendaff,

About the seme time, the Rev, Hobert Hall, whe had recently succeeded
Robinson at St Amdrew's Street, preached two sermons, Christianity consistent
with & Jove of freedom (1791) amd Au apolegy fer the freedom of the Press
and for gemeral liberty (1793)--both printed and widely distribused-wwhich
brought the whele igsue of personal liberty foreefully bofere the public
ot large. As & member of Hall's congregatien wrote: "The dissenters were,
st this period, very unpopular from their deeided attaglment to the great
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primciples of religious and civil liberty and their cpposition te the

Pitt administration, and to the French war, There was the University om

the one side, with Mr Pitt for its representative; and a corrupt corperation
on the other, with the Duke of Rutland at the head, both of which were
leagued tagether to put down the primciples ef liberty, and te support
eorruption and war, while the dissenters were contemding for peace and
reform, The contest was so umequal, that 1% seemed, at ome time, almost
imposasible that we should keep our grounmd, much less that we should finslly
triumph, We were assailed from every quarter with accusations of disloyalty,
and of being enemies of ‘church and state'. This was carried so far as to
insult us whem we walked the streets, Though & small band, we were, however,
firm and wnited: there was nota single individual in the whole congregation
whe 4id net warmly espouse the 'good o0ld cause', This, with such a powsrful
leader as Mr Hall, insured for us the viotory..."

It was againet this background ef political unrest that a young man of 22
came up teo Cambridge i&::ilmt e::)eitenfo_:‘;m‘: His neme was Olinthus
Gregory, Wj\ﬂm amall ;21130 of Yaxley near Peterborough.
Gregory had been a prececicus boy and, at an early age, had ghown a marked
predilection for mathematics, Im this he had been encouraged by his school-
master and, by the time he was nineteen--this was im 1793-~he had published

his firet book under the title, Lesmsons, ustromemigal and philosophical, for

the smusement and imstruction eof British youth.
The book, which had been well received, brought Gregory to the notice of

some students in Cembridge (ameng them John Cropley, afterwards MNP for the
University) whe tried to persuade him to enter the University and take
Anglican orders, Howsver, as a dissenter, he felt bound to say 'No', None
the less, the prospeot of working im Cembridge must have had its attractionsa.
He hoped, no doubt, to meet members of the University and, at the same time,
t0 follow up his particular interests in mathematice and satronomy.
Gregory's ﬁut-pw was to act as subweditor of The Cambridge Intelligence
@ weekly newspaper rua by Benjemin Flower, the dissenter I have already
mentioned, This newspeper was more tham a lecal 'rag', It was radieal in
its views, oppesing the Napoleonic War, end was 'read, admired snd hated’,
as one person has put it; 'from the town of Berwiokeupon-Tweed to the Iand's
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Emd in Cornwall', (If you wani to kmow more about this newspaper, read
Miohael Murphy's Csmbridge newspapers und opinien, 1780-1850. )

Plower was a member of the Baptist meeting, It was his custom %o read
out the verses of the hymne from the front of the meeting-house-—-a necessary
procedure im these days when s¢ many people could mot read for themselves,
It is net ummatural, therefore, to find Oregory attending 5% Andrew's
Street as his place of wership and meking acquaintance with Robert Hall.
He himself records this meeting @s taking place im Jamuary 1797, Hall
immediately teok to the young man and, before long, we may suppose, was
asking him round to his lodgings at the east emd of Petty Cury. An early
conversation of theirs is preserved im a memoir writtem by Gregory follewing
Hall's death in 1831,

Hall, What do you think of Cambridge, sir?

Gregory. It is & very intereating place.

Hall, Yes, the place where Bacom, and Barrow, and Newion studied, and
where Jeremy Taylor was borm, cammot but be interesting, But that is

not what I mean; what de you say to the soemery, sir?

Gregory., Some of the public buildings are very atriking, and the college
walke very pleasing; but=- (hesitating),

Hell, But thers is nothing. slse to be sald, What do you thimk of the
surrounding country, sir? Does not 1t strike you as very ineipid?
@regory., No, mot precisely so.

Hall, Ay, ay; I had fergotten; you come from a flat country. Yet you
must love hillss there are me hills here.

Gregory. Yes, there are; there are Madingley Hill, and the Castle Hill,
and Gogmagog Fill, ”

Hall (smused). Why, as te Madlagley, there is -nmﬁng in thatj it reminds
you of the Cottons, and the Cottonien Libraryj but that is not because
Madingley is a high hill, but because Robert Cotton was & great man; and
even he was not borm there, Then, as to your seceond example, do you know
that the Castle Fill is the place of the public executions? That is no
very pleasant association, sir, And as te your last example, Gogmagog Hill
is five miles offj and many whe go there are pussled to say whether 1t is
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netural oy artificlel, 'Tis a dimmelly flat coumiry, sirj disually
flat,.., Before I came to Cambridge, I had read im the prise poems, and
in some other works ef famcy, ef 'the benks of the Osm', of 'the sweetly
flowing stream’, end sc enj but vhen I arrived here I was sadly dise-
ppointed, Vhen I first saw the river as I pessed over King's College
Bridge, I could met help exolaiming, Why, the stresm is stending still
to see people drown themselves]! and that, I em sorry te say, is a perma-
nent feeling with me,

The conversation carries om im similar velm with Hall extolling the

de)ights of the Severn at Pristel and the Don at Aberdeen (where he had
At RL0010e0) compared with what he calls 'the sleeping rivesr'.

These mestings led %o & warm friendship end, throughout that year, Hall
and Opegory dined together most dqmrebahly in one of the eating houses
in Petty Cury, Also that year, Gregory was baptised and received inte
membership eof the ahurch,

Towards the end of 1797, a quarrel developed between Hall end Flower over
dootrinal matters as a result of which the latter resigned his membership,
The breach must have put Gregery im an embarrassing peeition, He owed
leyalty to his employerj nevertheless his sympathies lay entirely with Hall,
It is net surprising, therefora, to learn that shertly afterwards he gave
up his pesition om the paper and opened a bookshep in Sidnay Street mot far

) frem Holy Trinity Church,

Hall enjoyed the company of his young friend (he was tem years older tham
Gregory) and now suggested thet, for their mutusl improvememt, the twe got
together on altermate mormings during the week; Gregory teo imstruct Hall
in higher mathematios, while Hall teok up with Gregary the subjectas of meta-
physics and philesophy, This arrangement lasted about a year,

In March 11’99; Gnﬁq decided te improve his business prospects by moving
to the Market Place, About the seme time, he mtarted a day and evening
sohool for boys in & room not far from the maxket itself, The schoel quickly
beosme popular, attrecting more pupils tham he ocould menage on his owm,

In the July following, he smnounced in the local Fress that he was engaging
an assistant, These evemts mark the beginmning of the eatablishment that was
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l1ater to become Llandaff House School,

Gregory's assistant was a man named Newton Bosworth, We kmow 1ittle about
him at this stage, He was 23 yoars of age, well educated (having probably
attended a seminary in Jondon) and, like Gregery, held Baptist views, The
arrengenent seems to have been that Bosworth took charge of the youmger
beys, while Gregory concentrated oa tutorial work, especially tha teaching
of mathematice, Pinding teaching more prefitablo tham bookselling, Gregory
soon gave up the bookshop altogether,

I have already nonudnod that Cregory was muthor of a book, A second
edition was called for that year, that is in 1799, snd he now begen work
on another book o be entitled A treatise on sstronomy, T™is was completed
in 1801, but not published until the following year, Om the title-page
(a copy of which can be seen on the table) he grendly describes himself
'eacher of mathematios, Cambridge's, The preface %o thies book carries a
note saying 'the treatise was compesed during the intervals of lelsure
which could be snatched frem the employment of a large schoel, wn smployment
which requires the author's persevering attentioa for more then eight hours
a day'. But this was mot all, Cregory, Bosworth and another man, whoss name
we do not know, embariked omn an ambitious plan to produce a new encyclopaedia.
Unfortunately, this rem inte difficulties, Their collaborator withdrew and
had to be replaced, Bosworth also, whose task it had been %o supply ariicles
in the slphabet of chemistry, suffersd a period of ill-health and was forced
%0 give up. Hewever, snother collaborator was found end, from 1808 omwards,
the work begsm %o appear in serial form, It was completed im 1813 in twelve
volumes, Its title, Pantologia, comes from a word meeming ‘universal know-
lege's (A copy of the title-page can be seen on ‘%he table, )

Threushout these years—-busy 28 they were—-(rsgory maintained close
relations with Rebert Hall, visiting hiy, he says, several times a week,
Bosworth also was admitted te the circle of Hall's friemds, It must have
been s shook, therefore, when Gregory announced that he had obtained & post
at the Royal Military Academy, Voolwich, and would be leaving Cambridge fer
good early in 1803, From this time onwards, he drops out ef cur story.

Time dees net permit me %o go into details of Gregory's subsequeni career,
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Suffice it to say he became eventually Professor of Uathematice at the
Weelwich Academy amd one of the country's leading mathematioians, Fe was
oncof the prejectors in later years of london University-—the third universif
to be established in this country after Oxford end Cambridge,
Pollowing, Gregory's dopu'tum, Bosworth toek over the rumning of the scheo)
Thie was looated at that time in b‘builaing overloeking All Saints churchyard,
Foswarth was a man of outetending charm snd personality, A contemporary
has described him as 'learned, acoompliched and emiable'. He possesned also
& keen sense of service to the community, There was much poverty in Cam-
bridge in those days and, in 1801, & group of friemds belonging te various
churches go$ together to form a Bemevolent Society for the relief of the
slek and aged poor, Funde, it was egreed, should be raised by means of sub-
soriptions and donations and fyom & collection taken at a sermon preached
annually in ome or other of the looal churches, Angliosn or nomconformist.
The prime mover was lres Kliza Flower (wife of Benjamin Flower, already
mentioned) who becsme its firat sscretary, Hobert Hall wrote the prospectus
Tor the Soolety and Bosworth was evidently ene of 1ts keen supperters, Vhen
the Flowers left Cambridge in 1804, Bosworth became ?.: :ev osore tary-—an
office he held for many years. His wife, Catherine, beceme ome of the vieitors
for the Seciety.
In March, 1507, Boswerth snnounced im the Cambridge Chronicle that he would
shortly be opening a bearding school for youmg gentlemen in what he called
‘a commodious house and in a pleesent and airy situatiom', This house, now
in the ponu.n:lo%t 8% John's College, was oalled Mertom Hall. It stande
adjacent to the femous School of Pythagerus im Northempton Street. It nay
be of interest to quote from the advertdsement:
"Board and education im the Pnglish, Latin end Greek langusges,
writing, erithmetic, and mathematics, with their epplication to
book-keeping, surveying, geography, globes, ete., or such of these
28 may be dewmed most suitable fer +he papil, THIRTY GUINEAS per
annum, Entrance, one guinea,
Tea im the afternoon, when desired, halfea-guinea per quarter
additional,,.
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Washing sand mending may be convenlently done im the town, and
will be regularly attended to by Mrs Boewoxth.

Music, drawing, Fi-cnch. et0., by the bist mastera,

The health, morals and religious instruoction of the pupils will
be objects eof constent attention,”

Bosworth made provision also for day schelars, who were charged ome guinea
per guarter, or one and a half guineas to imslude the teaching of Latin
and Greek,

Later that year, Mr and lMrs Bosworth joined with others in starting an
undenoninational Sunday School on 2 site im Sidney Stree$ now ocoupied by
Mesars Woolworth's stere, This school, which was supperted by both Anglicamns
and neccenformists, attrected about 40 children. It began at 9 a.m. end,
at the close of lessons, the children were marched through the streets to
their respective gburches or chapels %to attend morning service, The school
re-assembled in the aftermoon, In 1810, the school broke up to form separate
Sunday Scheols at the churches or chapels concerned, (me of the echolars
%0 attend this early Sundey 8chool was John Pink, father of John Pink, the
firat Boroughk Jibrarian, whose portrait may be seen hanging im the room
cecupied by the Cambridgeshire Collecilen im the City Iibrary.

By 1811, Bosworth's schoel, or academy as 1t was now celled, had oo in-
ereased ua numbers that a full-time sssistant became nsceasary, The young
man to be ongaged was William Johneon, aged 12, William was a native of
Remsey in Funtingdonshire, where his faiher had been the village baker,

A® a boy he was employed carrying round bread %o his father's ocustomers,

A clergymom in the village, seeing William as a promising lad, offered to
give him lessons in Latin, and he used te carry a Lafin grammar round with
him in his bread-basket and learn bits out of it as he walked,

One day im 1809, Willism was asked by & gentleman-~a lNr Pemnington—to
held his horse in tke road, This little act of usefulness led to a con-
versation as 8 result of which William was invited to become groom at lir
Pennington's establishment im Cambridge. William aecepted the effer, but
knowing 1ittle of herses, soon found the work did not suit him, However,
wher Ny Pemnington learnt that he knew Latin, he offered him the post of
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tutor te his young son instead.

¥illiam grasped M oppertunity with eagerness and, during the next year
or two, made every effort %o improve himeelf and %o further his imowledge
of the Olassics. Fis post as assistant %o Mr Bosworth offered also eon-
siderable advantages, He was now keen %0 take up tesching em a career,
snd, in 1814, he returned %o Hsmsey and cpened a mehool of his owm which
inoluded im its curriculum the study of Oreek and Latin, About 1816, he
married Miss Eliza Barker, a schoolmistress scme years older than himself,
But more of this ceuple anon,

Returning to Bosworth, In October 1811, a sericus fire eccurred at
Emuanuel College and Bosworth felt prompted te give a series of talks to
his boys en scoidents and what they might do te help in an emergency, In
this he was aseist-d by two members of the University: the Rev, James
Plumtree=—fomed in his day as & drematiste--and Dr Frederick Thackeray, &
close friend, The talks aroused 80 much interest that Besworth was urged
%o put them inte print, Thus appeared, in 1813, The acoidents of buman
life, the firat book %o be published in this ocountxry on first aid, The
work sold quickly and an edition was soom celled for in the States, A
second edition appesred in 1834,

In the Spring of 1817, Boswerth obtained offer ef a property in Regent
Bireet oalled Llandaff House, The older part of this house (which dated
from the year 1710) had been, at one time, o tavern bearing the eign
"Bishep Blage", In 1784, Dr Vatson, Blehop of Llandeff, bed acquired this
property, enlarged it with'an annexe and additional recms at the back, and
$urned the whole inte his private residence,  You may ask what the Bisbop
of Llandaff was doing in Cambridge. The truth ie that, efter the mamner of
other ecclesiastics in his day, he was a pluralist, Not only was he
Bishep of Llandaff, but Regiue Prefessor of Divimity in the University as
well, beaides holding two beneflces in other parts of the country, vhat
must have snneyed his contemporaries evep more was the fact that, for many
years, he employed a deputy to uadertaks his professorial duties while he
spent the greater part of his time on his handsome estate at Calgarth Park
in Westmerlsnd, Although a very able man, dwommomsdcrxpsyuiumr end in some
ways sh tishtmd one, he was net a popular figure, An epijram ciroulating
at the time rem thusy
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"fwo of a trade can ne'er agree,

FNo proverb cam be jJuster;

They 've ta'ex Bishop Hlasise, you see,
And put up Bishop Bluster.”

Ilandaff House was gommodious and eminently suitable for use as a school.
Besides that , it was nesr Parker's Plece--good for team games--and close
%0 the Baptist meeting of which BSesworth had been a deacon now for eix
years, At the back were fields--part of Downing Colluge grounds—and a
rented garden, kmowm as 'the Crove', whers the younger beys could play.
Features of the older part of the buildimg were the pillared poreh juttimg
out over the pavement and, inside, a beautiful ocak staircase and ga].l(qq,
as well as panelled rooms,

Boswerth carried om this school--now dignified by the neme "Ilandaff
House Academy"--for six years, By 1823, the responeibility seems to have
become too much for him, His family had grown to four--three boye and =
girl-—-and his wife was fully occupied., The boarders, therefore, ware
given up emd the Academy reverted to a dey scheol inatead, Farly that
Summer, he announced %o the public that he weuld shartly be removing to
London and that the school was being taken ever by hie former assistant,
Mr William Johnson.

Bosworth's subsequent cereer is & story im iteelf, Briefly, after meking
e neme for hinself amongst ILondon Baptiste--where he served on mmorous
gomnitiees of one kind or another-<he and his family emigrated in 1834 to
Canada, Here he sntered the Baptist ministry, belped to found the first
Baptist theolegical college in Canada, in Montreal, and finally became &
miseionary in cemneotion with the Canada Baptiot Missionary Society, He
died at Paris, Ontario, im 1848, He is probably best remembered to-day
for his history of Montreal (published im 1839 )-~a work much sought afier
for ites attractive emgravingas.

But to return to Williamm Johnsen, The premices now taken over remained
in the handa of the Johnson femily for olose on 80 years, Johnson, like his
predecessor, was earnest and hard-working, An sdvertisement im the local

. paper,; in 1829, resds:
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"Any gemtlemen working to prepere for the university will find
in this establishment every requieite %o assist him in ike
prosscution of his studies, as well an every demsetic arrange-
ment caloulated to promots hias comfort,”

The boarding-scheol wes re-ssteblished and, by the 1830s, we have
evidende to show that the mmber of pupile haed risen to asbout fifty, In
1830, Jolmson delivered a leeturs to friends and supporters of his academy,
inoluding, we are told, the University Professors of Greek, Arubie; and
Fatural Philesophy, expleining his system of education, The part of the
bullding ia which this took place, known to the femily e "the parlour!,
ean be seen in a photegraph on the table. %Uﬁiaias of the leoture were
issued in the form of a pamphlet ectitled Phoughts on education (title-
page on table), This pempldet conteins en ammaﬁ. mm that the basie
cost of board end tultion wes etill 30 guiness per annum, However, thie
figurs was doubled for 'parlowr boardera'y i.e, puplles living with thas
family, whilet the charge for private pupile, inaluding @ separate study
and bedroom, was 80 gulneas per annum,

Up to 1832, Mr end Mre Johnson, although regular atmﬂ'at the Baptist
ohapel, were net setually members, Their admission is recerded in the Church
Book in Oetober tha$ year. The couple had four ehildren-—~taree boys and a
alrl-—all of whom were brought up in the Academy, The eldest son, Jumes
Barker Johnson, was about to snter University when he died suddenly in 1841,
His mother died the fellowing year, A headatone to the menoyy of theas
two members of the feaily sisnds in the emall cemetery sttached to the
shuroh,

0f the other ohildvep Ahe only one to concern us is the second son,
¥illiam Henry Parthing Johueon (or WHP as I sball eall him) born at Llandaff
House in 1825, UH? wsnt, in 1841, ss sesletant master to a sohool in Brixtor
He wao only sixteen, but it was, of course, usual in thoss days for boys
to coamence thelr oaresrs at an sarly age. The work was strenuous, as,
owing te the indolent dimposition of the head, VIIP was left practically in
charge of the mohool, and the elder boys (who were about his own age)

" maturally trisd te defy his autliority, and drove him to the use of his fiste.

Tortunately, he vas big and strong, as well an debermined, snd soon suochded
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in reducing them to order, But he hed aleo a boyish eympathy for boys, and
$hough only there for six months, established the mast friendly relatiouns
with them, They nicknamed him "Mr Flephant" snd after he left sent him
affectionats letters of a quite unconvemtional type.

On return te Cambridge, WHF taught fer = whkile in his father's echeol.

In 184%, he entered Corpus Christi College as an undergraduate, The College
hed beem willing to secept bim, but, oa completion of his studles and having
passed the examinations, he wus precluded fyem teking a degree because of
the Univercity Tests, He had in fact joined the Faptist church in 1845

and could not in conscience subscribe $o something in which he did not
believe,

Upon leaving college, WHF returned o his father's school me asslstant
master, Four years later, im 1851, he merried Harrist Irimley, a younz
weman belonging to omne of thohﬁhnroh families, YWilliam Jobnsen now re-
1inquished the hesdship and the son became master instead.

Before preceeding further, I want to say something about Harriet and the
family inte which ¥WHF married, Praotically ell Havriet's family were members
of the church snd theraz seems little doubt that the congregation regarded
the union as an important eveut. Harriet was one of four surviving childrem
of Auguetine Brimley, a prosperous grooer en Market Hill, (Some of you may
ramember the shep, Rrimley, 7“hibley & Sons, which closed down in 1934 end
whose site is new ccoupied by the Midland Bank.) Brimley hime¢lf was deeply
involved in oivic offairs, He beceme town couneillor in 1335, alderusn in
1850, and Mayer of the Berough in 1853~54, He wae alsc & deacon of the ohurch.
You may have heard ef his brushe-a good natured one--with the youthful tharle:
Haddon Spurgeon (the ramous preacher) who was at ome time & member at St
Androw's Street amd had oversight for two years of the Baptist cengregation
at Waterbeach, Spurgeon relates the incident himeelf in his Auto raphy !

"One day, & gentleman, whe was then Mayor of Cambridge, and who
had more than once tried to correct my youthful mistakes, avked
me if I really had told nxy ocongregution that, if s thief got into
Heaven, he would begin picking ithe amgels' pockets, 'Yes, mir' I
replied, 'I told them that, 4f it were poasible for am ungodly
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man t0 go to Heaven without having his nature changed, he would

be nome the better for veing thore; and then, by way of 111nse-
tration, I said that, were a thief to get in among the glorified,
he wpuld remain a thief still, and he would go roumd the place
pigikdng the angels’ pookctu:' 'But my dear young friend', asked My
Briuley, very seriously, 'don't you know the angels ham't any
pockete?' 'No, sir,' I replied, with equal gravity, *Y{did not

kmow that; but I am glad to be messured of the fact by 2 gentle~
man who doss krew, I will take care to put 1% right the firat
oppertunity I get.”

The following Monday morning, I walked imnte Mr Brimley's shop,
and said to him, 'i set that maiter right yeaterday, sir', 'What
matter', be enquired, 'Vhy about ths angels' pociketsl' 'What did
you say?' he asked, in a tone alwosy of dospair at what he might
hear next, 'Oh, sir, I just told the people I wao sorry to say that
I had mede a miptake the last time I preached o them; but that I
had met a gentleman--the Hayor of Cambridgae--who had essured ne
that the angels had no pockets, so I must correct vhat I hed said,
. as I d1d not want anybody to go away with a falce notion of
Heaven, I would mmp therefore sey that if a thief got among the
angels without having hie nature ohanged, he would try to ateal
the feathers out of their wings', 'Surely, you did not say that?';
said Mr Primley, 'I did though'y I replied, 1Then', he exclaimed,
'I'11 mever try to det you right again', which was just exactly
what I wanted him to eay."

There 18 & memorial to Augustine Brimley end his son, George (who died
at the early age of 37) in tho church graveyerds '

Herriet's two sisters married locel Lusinesemens Caroline, the elder,
became wife of Alexsnder Meamillesn, one of the founders of the famous
publishing firm, Macmillan & Coj while Panny, the younger, became wife
of Robert Bewes, proprietor of the well-lmivm bookshop, Bowes & Bowea.

Harriet herself wes a gifted womane Ome of her daughters writes of her
thuss -
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"She was a great lover of poetry and a beautiful reader., Men of letters
were her ghief herces,.., Im the severe frugality of her married house-
hold, new books rarely entered the house except as birthday or Ohristmas
presents, but our father generally managed to give her each new volume of
Tennysen as 1% came out, Next to Temnysen she loved Wordsworth and named
her eldest daughter after his 'Iuay'" Harriet plunged into the work of
hé soheoluaster husband with mealumiedenseddy. For long she acted as
mnatron and at first taught regularly in the scheoel till forced to give
up by the cares of housekeeping and a growing family (she had eight child-
ren) which had to be brought up on very limited means. She comtimued,
however, for many years %o take occasional pupils im German and Ietin,

Like most women, ahe enjoyed the ooocasional @-a{g with a member of her
owa sex, and she hadn't %o go far, Next door, therees a boarding sohool
for young ladies mm by a lise Maria Sutton. This school, which occupied
the older part of Llandaff House and was quite separate from the boys'
school, had been started, im the 1820s, by Kies Sutton's aunt, = somewhat
escenirie person whe went sround wearing a turbam and a greeam plaid gown.
Her ehief fumotions, it would appear, had been to teach deportment and the
use of the gleobes. (There is a reference to this schoel in the Chater
uEu-, published by Miss Porter in her Victorien Cambdridge.)

¥ise Mprie (as she was known) was a racy charmcter, full of kindness
and humour, mich givem to the unqualified practice of medicine, which she
administered according te the 'now' méthods of homeopathy., Whenever one
or other eof Harriet's children vas ailing--which happened pretty frequently-—
'Dr Marie' would be semt for in order that he or she might be sultably

Flimemea ‘ -
mﬂxm (vho sent her boys, Maynard snd Geeffrey to the Johnseon
school at a later date) relates in her beok, the threads, an

emusing anecdote about Miss Marie, One of Harriet's deughters, Fanny, was
sent to Miss Sutton's scheol as a boarder, slthough her home was next door.
She was a glever little person and early discoversd that she herself knew

& good deal more on some subjects than Miss Maris, whe wes the main instruct-
ress, Vhen naughty FPamny asked a bright question which Miss Maria could not
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answer, the latter would say, "I think you have a headache, my dear,
and had better go for a walk in the garden,"

Miss Maria joined the Baptist ohurch im 1860, Twe letters writtem by
her %o Mr Johusen may be seen on the table, You will mote that the address
given is "Llandaf? Nouse, Cembridge'y which wes the seme ag that of the
bays' sehool mext deor, The proximity of the two establishments led, we
are told, te much confusion end mot & few smusing ineidents,

Tet. us return mew to the beys' sohool, The osasus returns of 185) (whioh
osn be comsulted im the Oounty Record Office) shew that the sehool $oek in
st that time 25 boarders, There were probably at least ss many day boys,
slthough, of course, their names ave net recorded, Most of the boardezs~—
about two thirdee-oame frem fowns snd villages im Cambridgeshire and
Buntingdonshire, especially in the ares of the Fens, Others were drawm
frem sdjecent coumties, Hertferdshire, Iincolnshire, Norfolk, and even as
far afield as Buckinghemshire snd Kent, A 1ist of 0ld beys ('01d Johnsonisns'
as they called themeelves) drewn up in 1903, shows en investigation s great
variety of backgrounds snd sccupations, Farmers snd smell businessuen seem
te predominate , but there is alse a fair sprinkling of professional menw
¢lergymen (both Anglican and nemconfermist), dooters, berristers, solicitors,
scheolmasters, and even & handful of Cembridge doms, such as Leonard Whibley,
leoturer in elassies (1899-1910), W,B.Johnson, Sidgwick lecturer in moral
sciences (1902+31) end Rrnest Worman, assistent librariam at the Univereity
Libraxy and a netable Hebrew scholar in his day. Other names to cesur are
these of Frederick and NMawrice Maomillem, sens ¢f Deniel Maemillam, the
latter Maurice being father te BHarold Maemillsm, our former Prime Minister,

WH? had the distimetion of being eme of the firet twe nonconformiste to
be granted s Cambridge B,A.degres. This toek plaee in October 1856, followinm
an Aet of Farliement peassed earlier that yeary %o obtain his :.:.dopu,
umouwbmuumvumx.mmmLumnmm
in 1te attitude to monconformista than Corpus, These degrees, in fect,
were only titular degrees, and 1% was not until 1571 tha® University Tests
were abolished and monsonformista were allowed o take their place in the
Senate and to compete for University affices emd poste on more or less
squal terms.
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WHP served as headmaster of Llandaff FHouse Sohool for 42 years, He was
o osld sgademtc. Tall mnd well-built, he omtersd fully inte the lives
of his pupils, sharing thetr gemss and pestines and playing ericket with
them when epportunity Gecurred, He was active in yeung people's work of
all kinds, One of the fousders of the Cembridge Y.M.O.A., he served ss
1% firet President in 1852,  Ageinm, in later years, he became the firet
President of the Cembridgeshive Sundey Seheol Uniems Another special
interest of his was the Csmbridge Bible Society Awxiliary; of which he
was secretary for over 30 years, He was also deacon (subsequently semior
ual»n)otﬁo:um'hrluvﬂ.-'acln:-oh..l,‘nlmlnuCL M he served as &
Justice of the Pease; '

At the age of 70 (this wae 4n 1893) WHF felt it %ime %o retire. The beys'
school was given up and his eldevd daughter, Harrie¥, with the help of her
eousing Janet Bowes, opemed ingfesl s mixed preparatory aschool for younger
ehiliren. It was this woheol that Maymard and Geoffrey Keynes (mentioned
earlier) attended as youngsters in the 18908, Their mother recalle the
fouding that wen$ ot with ¢ertain srvund Doys in their journeys to and fre
scross Parker's Piece, WHF was on friendly terms with their father, Neville
Keynes, snd there was nothing he 1iked better tham joining with the latter
in & game of chess in the parlour st ILlandaff House,

In July 1901, the ¢ld mane-now 73 years of sge--died, The reperter whe
wrote his obituary im the local paper says 'quite & mmber of well-imowm
publie men in the town snd county passed through his hands; and the in-
fluence of such a pevsonality has repeatedly shown ite effeet in their lives;
a large peroemtage of the yeomen clase in the county will lament the loss ef
their 0ld master', e :

It was sbout thiy time that the Baptist ehapel of which WHF had been a
nesber was declaréd unsafs, A fund was started to build @ new one, which
was eventually erected in 1903. A mumber of former pupils of ILlandaff
House Sghool get tegether te raise a memorial %o their old mester, This took
the form of the fime pulpit which mow adorms the building and frem which so
many wellelmown men (imaluding our Mlly Grebem) have preached ever the years,

In 1903, Tlandaff House wes sold to Herbers Bobinsen (father of David
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nmmLuwn),wwmustwmw-m
Llandaff Chembers, the older pard, whioh had been let off mome yesrs previousl
torwumgﬁlmﬂﬂmnmﬁ.&nﬁmmpw
was demoliphed end veplaced; om the eme side by Robdinson's garage and phow-
Toama) on the other by & mew ‘Ilmmdeff Chambern' bearing above it entrance
She initisde m*ummunm(mntmmumxuuu

42 you lock,) -
Shortly before demolifion touk pl.m. miﬂ.u pupﬂ.u from the former

mmwmnmmmmm-mnm
1des on the table, Among thoss to sppear eve & mmber of well~imown lusi-

ness ment Herzy Chupph, the chasist and local philenthrepist) Joseph Winship,
$he suotioner; John D.Eland, the architectj Dr G,Boper, the surgeonj Robert
V.Sabberton, the tailory Joln Johmson (of Heewy Johngom & nephew), the beok-
peller & atationey) H,G,Whibley, the Market Hill grocer; Bmith Nutter, the

cosl merchant; and Arthur Deck, anather chemist,

Following the bresheup of the fumily home in 1902, Harriet Jolmson (later
wife of My A¥¢iur Bervy, Vies-Provest of King's College), removed her scheol
%o & tenpersay situstion in Crangs Boad, From thence, it wes trensferred to
8 nevly-built scheelbouse in Millingten Heads In 3925, she yetired snd Mise
lm:mv,-mmm.muwmgmmr.nm
time of the demclition in Regemt Stwrest, the scheal was re-named ILlandaff
Scheol!, Miss Tilley left Camdrddge in 1941 and the school csme wnder new
anuamunhmumnmmnm
title of the "Millington Road Nursery Soheol',

Three of My Johnpen's fandilyediy ¥,E,Johnsen snd the Misses Alice and
Fanny Jehnson~-lived for meny years in @ house om Bartom Ropd at the corner
of Millington Reads Aptly, this was named "Rempey House" after their grande
father's birtheplase, md be 4t still remnins,
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