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HONCONFCRMIS? SOHOOT: LLAVDAPF HOUSE
ACADEMY, RRGENT STEREP, 17991853

Honconfermist schoal! The worda sound strange inm the modern context
of free snd universal education, but oné bundred end ninety yearas ago,
about which time our story begins; eppovihuniiies for educetion~-parti-
oularly for fissenterse-were very limited indeed.

As you doubtlesa kmew, churchmen and #issenters were; st one time, deeply
divided, not only en religicus issues, but in polities as well. Dissenters
laboured undex severs disabilities. They were bamned from the universities,
denied the right of public office, and ftrsated in many ways as second-
olase citigens, These matters wers of partiouler importance in & town like
Cembridge, where existed @ large and growing bedy of psople disaffected
with the goverrment, the Esitabliched Church amd that privileged class of
young men who came up to study at the University.

The Fremgh Revolution brought turmeil inte $he local community. Many
&lssenters sympathised with the Revolution in i%s early mtages. The dissentin
meeting~house in Domning Flace (erected in 1790) was attecked by an Anti-
Jatobin mob im December 1702 and hed ell its windows Lroken; a beoklet
written by Robert Robinson (minister of the Baptist meeting im St Andrew's
Street) metting out the principles of nonconformity was roundly condemned
by Edmund Burke in the House of Commons=~full of the moet audacious libels
on the national establisiment, he fumedw=-; and Benjemin Flower, another
Cembridge dissenter, found himself in Newgate prisen for six months for
saying unkind mww*mut D
Richard Watson, Bishop of Llandaff,

About the seme time, the Rev, Hober® Hall, whe had receatly succeeded
Robinson at St Andrew's Street, preached two wermons, Christianity oconsistent
with & Jove of freedom (1791) and An apolegy fer the freedom of the Press
and for gensral liberty (1793)--both printed amd widely distributed-which
brought the whole issue of personal liberty forecefully bofore the public
ot large., As a member of Hall's congregatien wrete: "The diesenters were,
st this period, very unpopular from their deeided atiagiment to the great
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Pitt administration, and to the French war, There was the University om

the one side, with Mr Pitt for its representative; and a corrupt corperation
on the other, with the Duke of Rutland at the head, both of which were
leagued tagether to put down the primciples eof liberty, and te support
corruption and war, while the dissenters were contemding for peace and
reform. The contest was so umequal, that it seemed, at one time, almost
imposaible that we should keep our groumd, much less that we should finslly
triumph, Ve were assailed from every quartsr with accusations of disloyalty,
and of being enemies of ‘church and state', This was cerried so far as %o
insult ue when we walked the streets, Though & small band, we were, however,
firm and united: there was nota single inmdividual im the whole congregation
whe d1d not warmly espouse the 'good o0ld cause', This, with such a powerful
leader as Mr Hall, ingured for us the viotory..."

It was againet this background ef political umrest that a young man of 22
came up teo Cambridge gzmt Lo::f‘ate”toam& His neme was Olimthus
Gregory, WLGM small 2113. of Yaxley near Peterborough.
Gregory had been a prececious boy and, at an early age, had sghown a marked
predilection for mathematics, Im this he had been encouraged by his school-
master ard, by the time he was nineteen--this was im 1793-~he had published
his firet book under the title, Lessons, nstronamical and philosophical, for
the smusement and instruction of British youth,

The book, which had beem well received, brought Gregory to the notice of
some students in Cembridge (ameng them John Croplsy, afterwerds MP for the
University) whe tried to persuade him to enter the University and take
Anglican orders. Howsver, as a dissenter, he felt bound to say 'No', None
the less, the prospeot of working im Cambridge must have had its attractionsa.
He hoped, no doubt, %0 meet members of the University and, at the same time,
%o follow up his particular interests in mathematics snd astronomy.

Gregory's nut-pw‘ was to act as subweditor of The Cambridge Intelligence
& weekly newspaper rum by Benjemin Flower, the dissenter I have already
mentioned, This newspeper was more tham a locsl 'rag's It wae radieal in
its views, oppesing the Napoleonic War, and was 'read, admired and hated',
as ons persom has put 1t; 'from the town of Berwiok~upon-Tweed to the Iand's
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NMiokael Murphy's Qembridge mewspspers und opinien, 1780-1850.)

Plower was & member of the Bapiist meeting, It was his custom %o read
out the verses eof the hymne from the front of the meeting-house~-a necessary
procedure in those days when 8¢ many people could mot read for thenselves,
It is net ummatural, therefore, to find Oregory attending St Andrew's
Street as his place of wership and making acquaintance with Robert Hall.
He himself records this meeting as taking place im Jamuary 1797, Hall
immediately teok to the young man and, before lomg, we may suppose, wes
asking him round to his lodgings at the east emd of Petty Cury. An early
conversation of theirs is preserved in a memoir writtem by Gregory follewing
Hall's death in 1831,

Hall, What do you think of Gambyidge, sir?

Oregery. It is & very interesting place.

Hall, Yes, the place where Bacon, and Barrow, and Newton studied, and
where Jeremy Taylor was borm, cammot but be interesting, But that is
not what I mean; what de you say to the soemery, sir?

Gregory. Some of the publie bulldings are very atriking, and the college
walke very pleasing; bute- (hesitating),

Hall, But there is nothing else to be said, What do you thimk of the
surrounding country, sir? Does not it strike you as very imeipid?
Gregory. No, not precisely so.

Hall, Ay, ay; I had fergotten; you come from a flat oountry. Yet you
must love hilla: there sre me hilla here.

Gregory. Yes, thers are; there are Madingley Hill, and the Castle Hill,
and Gogmagog Hill, . '

Hall (amused), Why, as to Madimgley, there is some{fing im thatj it reminds
you of the Cottons, and the Cottonien Library; but that is net because
Madimgley is a high hill, but because Robert Cotton was a great man; and
even he was not borm there, Then, as to your secend exampls, do you lknow
that the Csstle Fill is the place of the public executions? That is no

very pleasant association, sir, And as te your last example, Gogmagog Hill
is five miles off} and many whe go there are pusszled to say whether 1t 1a
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netural or artificlel, 'Tis a dimmelly flat coumiry, sirj dismally
flat,.. Before I came to Cambridge, I had read im the prise poems, and
in some other worke ef femcy, eof 'the benks of the Cam', of "the sweetly
flowing stream’', and sc enj but when I srrived here I was sadly dise-
ppointed., Vhen I firet saw the river as I pesaed over King's College
Bridge, I could net help exolsiming, Why, the stresm 1s stending still
to see people drown themselves] and that, I sm sorry te eay, iz & perma-
nent feeling with me.

The comversation carries om im similar veim with Hall extelling the

delights of the Severn at Bristol and the Don at Aberdeen (where he had
e L i4ees) oompared with what he oalls 'the sleeping river'.

These meatings led to & warm friendship and, throughout that year, Hall
and Opegory dined together most dv.—-pmbcuy in one of the eating houses
in Petty Oury, Also thet year, Gregory was baptised and received inte
mnembership eof the ahurch,.

Towarde the end ef 1797, & quarrel developed between Hall end Flower over
dootrinal matters as a result of which the latter resigned his membership,
The breach must have put Oregery im sn embarrassing pesition, He owed
leyalty to his empleyerj nevertheless his sympathies lay entirely with Hall,
It is net surprising, therefore, to learn that shortly afterwards he gave
up his pesition om the paper and opened a bookshop in Sidney Street mot far

) frem Holy Trinity Church,.

Hall enjoyed the company of his young friend (he was tem years older than
Gregory) and now suggested that, for their mutual improvememt, the two got
together on alternmate mormimgs during the weekj Gregory te instruct Hall
in higher mathematieos, while Hall teck up with Gregary the subjecta of meta~
physics and philesophy. This arrangement lasted about a year.

In Maroh 1799, Gregdry decided te improve his busimess prospects by moving
%0 the Market Place, About the seme time, he started a day and evening
sohool fer beys im a room not far from the mexket itself, The schoel quickly
beoame popular, sttrecting more pupils tham he could menage on his owm,

In the July following, he smnounced in the loecsl Press that he was engeging
an aseistant, These evemts mark the begimming of the eetablishment that was
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later to become Ilandaff House School,

Gregory's assistant was a man named Newton Bosworth, We kmow little sbout
him st this mtage, He was 23 years of age, well educated (having pretably
sttended a seminary in Jondon) and, like Gregery, held Baptist views, The
arrengement seems %o have been that Bosworth took charge of the younger
beys, while Gregory concentrated om tutorial work, especially tha teaching
of mathematice, Finding teaching more profitablo tham bookselling, Gregory
soon gave up the bookshep altogether,

I have already lonuénd that Gregory was muthor of a book, A second
edition was called fer that year, that is in 1799, and he now began work
on another beok to be entitled A treatise on sstronomy. This wes completed
in 1801, but not published until the following year, Om the title-page
(= copy of which can be seen on the table) he grandly describes himself
'Teacher of mathematios, Cambridge's The preface to this book ecerries a
note saying 'the treatise was compesed during the intervals of leisure
which could be snatched frem the employment of a large schoel, wn smployment
which requires the suther's persevering attentioa for more then eight hours
a day', But this was wmo$ all, Oregory, Bosworth and another man, whose name
we do net know, embariked on an ambitious plan to produce @ new sncyclopsedia.
Unfortunately, this yam inte difficulties, Their collaborator withdrew and
had to be replaced, Bosworth also, whose task 1% had been to supply ariicles
in the slphabet of chemistry, suffered a period of ill-health and was forced
%o give up. However, snother collaborator was found end, from 1808 onmwards,
the work begem o sppear in serial form, It was qompleted ia 1813 in twelve
volumes, Ite title, Pantologia, comes from a werd meeming 'universal know-
lege's (A copy of ths title-page can be seen on ‘the table,)

Throuzhout these years—-busy e they were--Grsgory maintained close
relations with Robert Hall, visiting hiy, he saym, several times a week,
Bosworth also was admitted to the circle of Hall's friemds. It must have
been a shock, therefore, when Gregory announced that he had obtained & post
at the Boyal Military Academy, Voolwich, and would be leaving Cambridge fer
good esrly in 1803, From this time onwards, he drops out of cur story.

Pime dees not permit me to go into details of Gregory's subsequent career,
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Suffioce it to may he became eventunlly Prcfessor of Mothematice at the
Weelwich Academy amd one of the country's leading mathematicians, He was
oneof the prejectors in later years of London University=-the third university
to be established in this country after Oxford emd Cambridge,

Following, Gregory's doputum,‘hmrth took over the rumning of the schoo)
Thie was located at that time in jbuilding overloeking All Sainte churchyard.,
Bosvarth was & man of outetending charm snd personality, A contemporary
has described him as 'learned, accomplished eand emiable', He possessed also

@ keen sense of service %o the community, There was much poverty in Cam-
bridge in those days and, in 1801, & group of friends belomging te various
churches go$ together to form a Bemevolent Society for the relief of the
sick and sged poor, Fumde, it was egreed, should be raised by means of sub-
soriptions and donations snd fyom & collection taken at & sermon preached
annually im ome or ether of the local churches, Angliosn or nonconformist,
The prime mover was lirs Kliza Flower (wife of Benjamin Flower, already
mentioned) who becsme its first sscretery, Hobert Hall wrote the prespectus
for the Sooledy and Boaworth was evidently one of its keen supperters, Vhen
the Flowers left Cambridge in 1804, Bosworth decame :2: :v: geore tary-—an
office he held for many years. His wife, Catherine, beceme ome of the visitors
for the Bociety.

Ia March, 1807, Boswerth announced im the Cambridge Chronicle that he would
shortly be opening a bearding echool for youmg gentlemen in what he called
‘a commodious house and in a plessent and airy situatiom', This house, now
in the po-au-uggr 8% Johm's College, was omlled Merton Hall. It stands
adjacent to the famous School of Pythagorus im Horthampton Street. It may
be of interest to quote from the advertdsements

"Board and education im the Fnglishy, Latin end Greek langusges,
writing, arithmetic, and mathematics, with their spplication to
book-keeping, surveying, geography, globes, ete,, or such ef these
23 nay be dewmed most suitable for +he papil, THIRTY GUINEAS per
anmam, Entrance, one guinea.

Tea in the aftermoon, when desired, half-a-guinea per quarter
additional,,,
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Washing and mending may be convenlently dome im the town, and
will be regularly attended to by Mrs Bosworih.

Music, drawing, Picnch. e%0., by the bast masters,

The health, morale and religious instruction of the pupils will
be objects of constent attention,”

Bosworth made provisien also for day scholars, who were charged ome guinea
per guerter, or one and a half guineas to imsclude the teaching of Latin
and Greek.

Later that year, Mr and Mrs Bosworth joined with others in starting ean
undenoninational Sunday School on a site in Sidney Siree$ now ocoupied by
Mesars Woolworth's stere, This school, which was supperted by both Anglicams
and necconformists, attractéd chout 40 childrem, It began at 9 a.m, end,
at the close of lessons, the children were marched through the streets %o
their respective gburches or shapels to attend morning service, The school
re-assembled in the aftermoon, In 1810, the scheol broke up to form separate
Sunday Schools at the churches or chepels concerned, (me of the echolars
te attend this early Sundey 8chool was Jobn Pink, father ¢f Joha Pink, the
firat Dorough Tibrarien, whose portrait may be seen hanging in the room
oecupied by the Oambridgeshire Collecilen im the City Library.

By 1811, Bosworth's schoel, or academy es 1t was now celled, had eo in-
ereased Ua mmbers that a full-time sssistant became nscessery, The young
man to be ongaged was William Johnson, aged 18, Willlsm was a native of
Remsey in Funtingdonshire, where his father had been the village baker,

A® a boy he was employed carrying round breoad %o his father's customers,

A clergymon in the village, seeing William as a promlsing lad, offered to
give him lessons in Latin, end he used teo carry a Latin grammar reund with
him in his bread-basket and learn bits out of it as he walked,

One day im 1809, William was asked by a gentleman-~a lNr Pemnington-——to
held his horse in tke road, This little act of usefulnezs led to a con-
versation as @ result of which William was invited to become groom at Mr
Pennington's establishment im Cambridge. William accepted the effer, but
knowing 1ittle ef heraes, soon found the work did not suit him, However,
when My Pemnington learnt that he knew Latin, he offered him the post of
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tutor to his young gon instead,

Williem grasped M oppertunity with eagermess and, during the next year
or two, made every effort %o improve himeelf and %o further his imowledge
of the Olessics, Fis post as assistant %o Mr Bosworth offered also eon-
siderable sdvantages, FHe was now keen to take up teaching as & career,
snd, in 1814, he returned to Hemsey and cpened a mohool of his owmn which
inoluded im its curriculum the study of Oreek and Latin, About 1816, he
married Miss Eliza Barker, a schoolmistress some years older than himself,
But move of this ceuple anon,

Returning to Besworth, Im October 1811, a sericus fire eccurred at
BEmnanuel College end Bosworth felt prompted to give a series of talks to
hie boys on sceidents and what they might do te help in an emergency, In
this he was aseist-d by two members of the Universitys the Rev, James
Plumtres~famed in his day as @& drematist--and Dr Frederilok Thackeray, &
close friend, The talks eroused so much interest that Besworth was urged
to put them inte print, Thus appeared, in 1813, The accidemts of bumsn
1ife, the firat book o be published in this country on first aid, The
work sold quickly and an edition was soom called for in the States, A
second edition mppesred im 1834,

In the SBpring ef 1817, Boswerth obteined offer ef a property in Regent
Btreet called Ilandaff House, The older part of this house (which dated
from the year 1710) had been, at one time, o tavern bearing the eign
"Bishop Hlage", In 1784, Dr Vateon, Blshop of Llandeff, bad scquived this
property, enlarged it with'en annexe and additional recms at the back, and
$urned the whole inte his private residence, . You may ask what the Bishop
of Llandaff wag doing in Cambxidge. The truth ie that, efter the manner of
other ecclesinsstics in his day, he was a pluralist, Not only was he
Bishep of Llandaff, but Regiue Prefessor of Divimity im the University as
well, besides holding twe benefices in other parts of the country. What
must have smneyed his contemporaries evep more was the fact that, for many
years, he employed a deputy to undertake his professorial duties while he
spent the greater part of his time on hie handsome estate at Calgarth Park
in Westmerlend, Although a very able man, dwoowmmomsdcaxpspuimy and ia some

ways sa ﬁightmd one, he was not e popular figure. An epijram ciroulating
at the time rem thusy
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"fwo of a trade can ne'er agree,

Fo proverb cam be juster;

They. 've ta'ex Bishop Hlasisze, you see,
Arnd put up Bishop Bluster.”

Ilandaff House was commodious spd eminently suitable for use as a school,
Begides that , it was near hr)ur_'u Plece-=good for team games~-and close
%0 the Baptist meeting of which Bosworth had been a deacon now for eix
years, At the back were fields--part of Downing Cellsge grounds—and a
rented garden, mown as 'the Crove', wherse the younger boys could play.
Features of the elder purt of the buildimg were the pillared porch juttinmg
out over the pavement and, inside, a beautiful oak staircase and 5;11%"1
as well as panelled roome,

Boswerth carried om this mchoole-now dignified by the nemes "Ilandaff
House Academy"--for six years, By 1823, the responsibility seems to have
become too much for him, His femily had grown te four-~three boys and s
girle—and his wife was fully ocoupled, The boarders, therefore, ware
given up emnd the Academy reverted to a dey school instead, Farly that
Summer, he announced te the public that he weuld shortly be removing to
London and that the scheol was being teken ever by hie former assistant,
Mr ¥illiam Johnson.

Bosworth's subsequent cereer is a story im itself, Briefly, after meking
¢ name for hinself amongst Iondon Baptists--where he served on mmsrous
gomnittees of one kind or ancther-<he and his family emigrated in 1834 to
Cunada, Here he entered the Baptist ninistry, helped to found the first
Baptist theolegical college in Canada, im Montreal, emd finally becesme &
missionary in cemnection with the Canade Baptist Mimsionary Socliety, He
died at Paris, Ontario, in 1848, He is probably best remembered to-day
for his history of Montreal (published in 1839)-~a work much sought afier
for its attractiive engravinga.

But to return to Williasm Johnsen, The premices now taken over remained
in the hands of the Johnson femily for close on 80 years. Johnson, like his
predecessor, wes earnest and hard-working, An advertisement im the local

. paper; in 1829, resads:
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"iny gemtlemen working te prepere for the university will find
in this establishment every requisite % assist him in the
prosecution of his studies, ms well us every demestic arrange-
sent caloulated to promote hia comfort,"

The boarding-school wes re-ssteblished andy by the 1830s, we have
evidence to show that the mmber of pupils bed risen to about fifty. In
1830, Johnson delivered a lecturs to friends end supporters of his ecadeny,
inoluding, we are told, the University Professors of Greek, Arablc, and
Fatural Philesophy, explaining his eyetem of educetien, The part of the
bullding ia which this tock place, known to the femlly ss ‘the parlour!,

/a8 be snea'tn & puotagraph oa the tables Copies of the leoture wers

issued in the form of a pamphlet eatitled Thoughte on education
This pempblet comteins on advert, showing that basie

coet ef board end tuition wes wtill 30 guineas per annua, However, thie
figurs was doubled for 'parlour boerdera'y i.e, pupils living with the
faxily, whilst the charge for privats pupile, inaluding e separate study
and bedroom, was 80 guineas per annum,

Up to 1832, Mr wnd Mre Johnson, altheugh regular atwwat the Baptist
obapely were uot sotually members, Their sdmissicn is recorded in the Church
Book in Ostober that year. The couple hal four children-~turee boys and a
8lrl-—a1l of whom were brought up in the dcsdemy, The eldest fgon, James
Barker Johnson, was about to enter University when he died suddenly in 1841,
His mother died the following year, A headatone to the memoyy of fhess
two members of the family sisnds in the emall cemetery attached to ths
churech,

0f the other ohildrep /the only ene to concern us is the second son,
Willism Henry Parthing Johnsen (or WHP as I shall ¢all him) borm st Llandaff
House in 1825, VEF went, in 1841, s sssistant master to & sohool in Srixtor
He wao only sixteen, but it was, of course, usual in thoss days for boys
to commence thelr oaresrs at an sarly age. Tho work was strenvous, as,
owing to the indolent dispositlon of the head, Wil was left practically in
charge of the mehool, end the elder boys (who were about hie own age)

" maturally trisd te defy his authority, emd drove him to the use of his fiste.,

Tortusately, he vas big and strong, as well an debermined, and soon succhded
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in reducing them to order, But he hed aleo a boyish sympathy for boys, and
though only there for six months, established the mast friendly relations
with them, They nicknamed Rim "Mr Flephsnt" snd after he left sent him
affectionate letters of a quite unsonvembional type.

On return te Cambridge, WHF taught for = while in his father's ascheol.

In 1843, he entered Uorpus Christi Oollege as an undergraduate, The College
hed beem willing to meccept bim, btut, oa completion of hie studies and having
pasged the examinations, he wus precluded frem teking a degree because of
the Univercity Testas, He hed in fsct joined the Papitist churchk im 1845

and could mot in conseience subscribe o something in which he 414 not
believe,

Upen leaving college, WHF returned o hle father's school eas assistant
muaster, Four years later, in 1851, he msrried Harrist brimley, & young
womsn belonging to ome of ihokﬁhuroh families, ¥illiam Jobnsen now re-
1inguished the headship and the son becsme master instead,

Before precesding further, I want to say something about Harriet and the
family inte which ¥WHF married. Practically ell Havriet's family were nembers
of the church end therz seems little doubt that the congregation reganrded
the union a® an important event. Harriet was ome of four surviving childrem
of Augustine Brimley, a prosperous grocer en Market FHill, (Some of you may
resiember the shep, Rrimley, “hibley & Sons, which closed dowm in 1934 end
whose site is new occupied by the Midland Bank,) Hrimley hime¢lf was deeply
invelved in oivie affairs, He beceme town counoillor in 1335, alderman in
1850, and Meyer of the Perough in 1853~54, He wee also & deacon of the church
You may have heard of his brushe—a good natured ons--with the youthful Gharle:
Haddon Spurgeon (the Tamous preacher) who was at one time & member at St
Androw's Street and had oversight for two years of the Paptist congregation
at Waterbeach, Spurgeon relates the incident himself im his Auto raphy

"One day, a gentleman, whe was then Mayor of Cambridge, and who
had more than once tried to correct my youthful mintakes, asked
me if I really had told ny congregation that, if a thief got into
Heaven, he would begin picking the amgels’ pockets, 'Yes, mir' I
replied, 'I told them that, 4f it were poasible for an ungodly
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man %0 go to Heaven without having his pature changed, he would

be pome the better for veing thore; and then, by way of 111nse
4ration, I said that, were a thief to get in smong the glorified,
he wpuld remain a thief still, and he would go roumd the place
pioking the angels’® pockata:' 'But my dear young friend', asked My
Brimley, very seriously, 'doa't you know the angals havn't any
packete?' 'No, #ir,' I replied, with equal gravity, YYdid mot

kmow thaty but I am glad to be mesured of the fact by a gentle-
man who does krew, Y will teke care to put 1t right the firat
apportunity I get,”

The following Yonday morning, I walled irto My Brimley's shop,
and said %o him, 'I set that meiter right yesterday, sir', 'What
mattexr', he enguired, '¥hy about tha angels' pockets]' "ihat d1d
you say?' he asked, im a tone alsos’ of dewpair at whet he might
hear next, 'Oh, sir, I just told the people I wao serry o sasy that
I had mede @ miptake the laet time I preached teo themg but that I
had met @ gentleman-~the Hayor of Cambridga--who had essured ne
that the angels had no pockets, so I must aorrect what I hsd said,
. as I d1d4 not want anybody to go away with a falise notion of
Heaven, I would mmp therefore sey that if a thief got among the
angels without having his nature ohanged, he would txy fto steal
the feathers out of their wings', 'Surely, you did not say that?',
said Mr Brimley, 'I did though'y I veplied, i1Then', he exclaimed,
'1'11 never try to det you right again', which was just exactly
what I wanted him o esay."

There 18 a memorial to Augustine Brimley and his son, Oeorge (who died
at the early age of 37) im the church graveyerd.

Herriet's two sisters married locel Lusinesemens Cavoliue, the elder,
became wife of Alexsnder Meamillan, oue of the founders of the famous
publishing firm, Maemillan & Coj while Panny, the younger, Lecame wife
of Robert Bowes, proprietor of the well-imdim bookehop, Dowes & Bowea.

Harried herself wes a gifted woman, Cwe of her deuguters writes of her
thuss
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"She was a great lover of poetry and a beautiful reader. Men of letters
wers her chief herces,.. Im the severe frugality of her merried house-
hold, new books rarely emntered the house except as birthday er Ohristmas
presents, but our father generally managed to give her eack new volume of
Tennyson as 1% came out, Next to Temnysen she loved Wordsworth snd named
her eldest daughter after his 'Iuey'" Harriet plunged into the work of
hé scheoluaster husband with mealuswiakemseddy, For long she acted as
matron and at first taught regularly im the scheel till forced to give
up by the cares of housekeeping and a growing family (she had eight child-
ren) which had to be brought up on very limited means. She contimued,
however, for many years to take occasional pupils im German and Latin,

Like most women, ahe enjoyed the ceooasional m-s{g with a member of her
owa sex, and she hadn't to go far. Next door, therees a boarding seohool
for young ladies mm by & Hise Maria Sutton, This school, which occupied
the older part of Llandaff House and was quite separate from the boys'
school, had been started, im the 1820s, by Mies Sutton's aunt, a somewhat
eacenirie persen who went sround wearing a turban and a greem plaid gown,
Her ehief fumotions, it would appear, had been te teach deportment and the
use of the globes, (There is & refsrence to this school in the Chater
u,gzu, published by Miss Porter in her Viotoriem Cambridge.)

¥iss Mpria (as she was known) was a racy chersoter, full of kindness
and humour, mich givem to the unqualified practice of medicine, which she
administered ascording te the 'now' méthods of homeopathy, Whenever one
or other of Harriet's children vas ailing-ewhich happened pretty frequently—
'Dr Maria' would be sent for in order that he or she might be suitably
Flvence -

llrﬂ‘v*/!mm (vhe sent her boys, Maynard snd Geeffrey te the Johnson
school at a later date) relates in her beok, the thresds, an
enusing anecdote about Mise Maria, One of Harriet's deughters, Fanny, was
sent to Miss Sutton's scheol as & boarder; slthough her home was next door.
She was a olever little person and early discoversd that she herself knew
& good deal more on some subjects than Miss Maris, whe wee the main instruct-
ress, Vhen naughty Pamny asked & bright question which Miss Maris could not
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answer, the latter would say, "I think you have a headache, my dear,
and bad Detter go for a walk in the garden,"

Miss Maria joined ihe Bapiish church ia 1860, Two letters written by
her % Mr Johusen may be seen on the %able, You will mote that the address
given is 'Nlendaff Nouse, Cambridge', which wes the seme as that of the
beys' sshool mext deor, The proximify of the two establishunents led, we
are told, to much senfusion end mot & few smusing ineidents,

Lot us return mew o the bays' sohool., The census retwns of 1851 (which
oan be consulted im the Gounty Record Office) shew that the sehosl tock in
st that time 25 boarders, There were probably at least ss mamy day boys,
althoughy of course, their names ave net recorded, Mot of the boardeze—
about two thirdee-omme frem towns snd villages im Cembridgeshire and
Buntingdonshire, especially im the arvea of the Fems, Others were drawm
frem adjecent counties, Hertfordshire, Iincolnshire, Norfolk, aad even as
far afield as Buskinghsmahire and Kent, A 1ist of 01d beys ('01d Johnsonisns'
as they galled themselves) drawn up in 1503, shows en investigation s greet
variety of backgrounds snd ecoupstions, Fammers snd smell businesseen seem
te predeminate ;, but there is alse a fair sprinklimg of professional menw
elergymen (both Anglican and nemconfermist), deoters, berristers, solicitors,
scheolnasters, and even & handful of Cambridge dons, such as Leonard Whibley,
lecturer in elassies (1899+1910), V,E.Johnson, Sidgwick lecturer in meral
sciences(1902+31) and Rrnest Wormen, assistent librarian et the University
Librayry amd & netable Hebrew soheler in his day. Other names to cosur are
these ef Frederick and Naurice Maomillsm, sens ¢f Demiel Maemillam, the
latter Maurice being father to Harold Maemillmm, our former Prime Minister,

VH? had the distimetion of being ome of the firet twe nonconformists to
be grented & Cambridge B,A.degree, This toek place in October 1856, following
an Aet of Farliememt pesaed earlier that yeary %o obtain his :::.domo,
he was obliged to migrate to Trinity im 1861, which spparenily mere liberal
in 1te attitude to nomconformista tham Oorpus, These degrees, im fact,
were only titular degrees, and 1% was mot wntil 1871 that University Tests
were abolished and monsenformista were allowed 40 take their place in the
Senate and %o compete for University offices end posts on more or less
equal terms.
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WHP served as headmaster of Llandaff Fouse HSohool for 42 years, He was
#0 cold mosdemic. Tall and well-built, he emtered fully inte the lives
qrmﬁuq.w%wm.ﬂmﬂ‘mmmtuu
them when eppertunity tecurred, He was active in young people's work of
all kinds, One of the foundere of the Osmbridge Y.M.O.A., he served as
i%s firet President in 1852,  Ageim, im later years, he became the firet
President of the Cemdridgeshive Sundey Bohool Uniems Another special
interest of his was the Csmbridge Bible Society Auxiliary, of which he
was secretary for over 30 years, He was aleo deacon (sudbsequently semior
denson) of the nearty Daphist church. In public ehbies, he served as &
Justice of the Pease; '

At the age of 70 (this was in 1893) WHF fel$ it time to retire. The boys'
sehool was given up and his eldewt daughter, Harrie®, with the help ef her
eousing Janst Bowes, opened ingiesl s mixed preparatory achool for younger
ehildren, It was this soheol thet Maynard and Geoffrey Keynes (mentioned
earlier) attended as youngeters in the 1890s, Their mother recalls the
fouding that went ot with certain srrend beys in their journays to and fre
aeress Parker's Piece, VAP was on friendly tepms with their father, Neville
Keynes, and there was nothing he 1iked detter tham joining with the latter
in o game of chess in the parlour at ILlandaff House,

In July 1901, the ¢ld maneenow 78 years of sge--died, The reperter whe
wrote his obituary im the local paper says ‘quite & mmber of well=imown
publie men in the town end county passed through his hands, and the in-
fluence of such & peywonality has repeatedly shown its effeet in their lives;
a large peroentage of the yeomen class in the county will lament the lozas ef
their old master', ‘ .

I was sbout this time that the Baptist chapel of which WHF hed been a
mesber was declaréd unsafs, A fund was atarted to duild & new one, which
was eventually erected in 1903, A mmber of former pupils of Llandaff
House Sgheol get together te raise & memorial %o their old master, This took
the form of the fime pulpit which mow edorns the building amd frem which so
many wellekmown men (including our Mlly Grebam) have preached over the years,

In 1903, Ilandaff House was sold %o Herbers Bobinsen (father of David
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Llandeff Chembersy the older pard; whioh had besn let off seme years previcousl
for use an offices, was reteined am it was, In 1932433, the entize preperty
was demolighed end yeplaosd; om the eme side by Robinson's garsge and phow-
Toama) on the other by & mew 'Ilandeff Chambers’ beardng above ita entrance
dhe initials . 'u'hmrmuum(mhtm--mxuuu

42 you look,) :
Shortly before demolifion took plm. mriﬁu pupile from the former

wmmmnwmmmm.m—

qnmuwmnmhrotmmm-
neas neal by the ohasist and local philenttuepist) Joseph Winship,

the sustdoner; Jolu Dyland, the architect; Dr G,Boper, the surgeon; FRobert
¥.Sabberton, the tailory John Jobnson (of Harry Jobnsow & nephew), the book-
seller & stationey) H,G,Whibley, the Market Hill grocer; Hmith Nutter, the

oosl merchant; and Avthur Dsck, another chemimt,

Following the breskeup of the femily home $n 1902, Herrie$ Jolmsen (later
wife of My A¥¢ur Berzy, ViewsProvest of King's College), removed her scheol
o & tempermay situstion in Owangs Bead, Prem thence, it was trensferred to
& nevly-built soheolbeuse in Millingten Beads In 3925, she yetired and Mise
Mary Tiley, & former pupil and & gradusie of Newnhenm, tukdm-go. At the
time of the democlition in Regemt Stwresty the scheal was rewmamed Ilandaff
Scheol', Mise Tilley left Cembrddge in 1941 and the school came wnder new
nansgenent, but 4% is intevesting to note that 1% still existe under the
title of the 'Millington Road Nursery Soheol',

Three of My Johmpen's fandilye-ily ¥,B,Johnson end the Micses Alice and
Panny Jotmson~<lived for many years in @ house on Barton Bopd at the corner
of Willington Reods Aptly, this wes named "Remney House" after ihelr grand-
fathor's birtheplase, mnd se 4t still remains,
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