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	Shoreline Classification Examples


Natural

	This classification is reserved for properties that show no significant change. There is always a thick buffer of shrubs and trees. Ideally it would describe a pristine environment. But in reality due to the long-term human use of the Rideau waterway such classifications are most often ambiguous and may instead belong to the long term “Regenerative” classification.
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Regenerative

	This classification indicates a property that has been developed with the local environment in mind. It has good vegetation cover and a good buffer. Significant alternation of the shoreline has been avoided and an effort has been made to preserve the natural character of the property.
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Degraded

	This classification indicates a property that is having a serious effect on the river ecology. There is little or no vegetation cover. This is generally the effect of excessive development with no consideration of ecological consequences. Areas along the river that are experiencing extreme erosion problems, either naturally or due to humans can be considered as degraded. 
	[image: image4.jpg]





Ornamental

	This classification is indicative of a property, which has been developed with little thought to ecological consequences. There is little to no shoreline vegetation and no significant buffer. There may be a retaining wall or a cribbed dock. The property is a significant detriment to river’s ecology but generally it is not beyond recovery.
	  Cement retaining wall with lawn to edge of water
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Large flat rocks forming a one-metre retaining wall.
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Off Shore Floating Objects

	These are objects such as swim rafts that are placed (often illegally) in the channel for recreation purposes. 

They are usually anchored to the bottom. Other than their unnatural esthetic character their impact on the local ecology has yet to be studied in detail.

They can also pose a possible hazard for navigation.
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