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These reproduced reports from Superintendent or Inspector (later referred 
to as Cpt. and Major) Walsh to NWMP Commissioner, James Macleod, 
place him at the Wood Mountain post at the end of July 1879.  
 Walsh provides an immediate sense of the situation just south of 
Wood Mountain.  He describes the relations between the Sioux and US 
(General or Colonel  - depending on who is writing) Miles who camped 
just south of the Line waiting for the Sioux to surrender. The Sioux, Nez 
Perces, Uncapapas and others whose food supply is buffalo hunt buf-
falo on the US side. In the case described here Miles allows the Crow 
and Cheyenne to act with impunity attacking and killing some Sioux 
who crossed the Line, while complaining to Canada that insurgents were 
attacking US citizens from Canada. To their credit, Canadian officials 
suggested that Miles and others were mistaken about who was causing 
the “depradations” in US territory. 
 The Indians (the term used then), more than 3,000, had taken 
refuge between Wood Mountain and Fort Walsh, sometimes along the 
White Mud Creek (also known at the Frenchman). They fled to Canada 
after Sitting Bull defeated Custer at the Little Big Horn in 1876. A year 
later, in September/October 1877, Miles defeated the Nez Perce at Bears 
Paw Mountain within a day or two he went to the Line escorting US Gen. 
Terry from Fort Benton to the Boundary. Terry, as part of a Commission, 
was under instructions from the President to seek the surrender of Sitting 
Bull and other chiefs.
 General Alfred Terry was escorted from the Line by Macleod to 
Fort Walsh (see Macleod’s letter in of  October 12, 1877 at the Glenbow) 
and, with Walsh present and some 25 Indians, he laid down conditions 
for their return to the US. The Indians rejected the offer of “liars” stat-
ing that their people had been systematically murdered and chased out of 
their own lands (see the Report of the US Commission on the Surrender 
of Sitting Bull for a transcript of their comments).
 Walsh believed the Indians and had great sympathy for their 
demands, for their belief in their national strength, their determination 
and independence. They were faced with impossible odds (starvation one 
significant factor) and a relentless and ruthless enemy, the US Army.
 Canada decided to wait, negotiate, presuade the Indians to return 
to the US. When they were starving Canada refused the Indians assis-
tance. You can read in these Indian Affiars files that in the early 1880s 
Dewdney and Macleod, under instructions from the Minister of the 
Interior and the Privy Council, refused the food the Sioux so desperately 
needed; a deliberate strategy intended to starve them into submission and 
force their surrender to the US. However, the Sioux, even then, having 
appointed Walsh as their representative trusted him to help them. 
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