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INTRODUCTORY liIﬂl’OﬁT.

- ——

Tae HongADAMS G. ARCHIBALD, ) B, g }, :
Lievr-Goverxon, - H

Manitoba, ¥l ! 3

't

-
Sk, ;.
: .
o, Beforg entering into the questions contained in the written instruot- Y
Lions, uurlorﬂj;ﬁmm,_ugd-}jefnn-kuttmnpliu:; to state an opigi n
the existi £ situation of affairs in the S]{«ku!*:hs-\\'nn, I will im'yﬂy all 3 g
to the ting, occupied in travel, to the ronte followed, and to the genearal

ances attending my journey. u

\_ ¢
Starting from Fort Garry on the 25th f'l\?hvr. I reached Fort Ellice
anction of Qu'Appelle and Assingboine Riverson the 30th of the samje
month. On the following day I continued my- journey towards Carlton,

which place was reached on the Oth November, ad _tmw
AR \ SVIMESECurred upon #¢ banks of the South Saskatchewan River, the vijters
of which were only partially frozen, After a delay of five daysin Cafton,
thy North Braxth of the Saskatchewan was :u-purt.-d{i.{l_fnr the passge of
horses, and on the mnminé of the 14th November | proceeded on mywest- :
efjanrney towards Edmoenton, By this time snow had fallep to the I'plll} rﬂ.
of/uboyt two ihches over the country, which rendared it nec to" g,
sbandon, the use of whedls for the transport of baggage, su hslftuti.raiht ¥
sled in place of the car which had hitherto been used, althangh Ptill pe-
tained the same mode of con veyauce, namely the saddle, I'o_r&)urs—omlm.
Passing the Hudson Bay Company Posts of Dattle “River, Fart Pitt §nd
Victoria, T reached ‘dmuntpn on the night of the 26th November,
lnst 200 miles the c&mtry H&d become clear of snow, and the frosts, fot-
withstanding the High aftitada ‘of the region, had decreased in nﬂ?e tys
Starting again on the afternoon of the 1st December I recrosse; thie
katchewan River below Edmonton and continued in o South-W, erly di-
rection towurds’ the Rocky Mountain Hpusé, passing Ihrougl}jii ‘connfry,
which even at that advaneed period of the year, still retained ‘many tra
ofifs summer beanty. At mid-day on the 4th December hnﬁ“.-pin'_d o
gorggsof the Three Medicine Hills, I came ih sight the - Mo
tains, Which rose from the Western extremi }
stretched their great snow-clad Peks
Southern, horizons, - S

L3 . <
‘Fiu(iing it impossible to proc
] ey South to Montana, I Jeft t
December aud commenced my retar.
of the .‘inskntqln_l + Snow had new ‘o the:depth
and the cold Rad'of late begun to show Ty mptomi f_'ﬂ!‘\ﬂ‘.n

"Sbout a foot,
ter'intensity, |~
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%vf‘;, Thus on.the morning of the §th December my thermometer mgmud 22°
below zero and again on the 18th 18€ below zero,.s degre’aa cold which /
in itaelf was not remarkable, but which had the effct of rénderifig the sad-~
<:dle by no means s comfortable mode of tnnnport.

ton on the 16th December I axelung:d my horses
asmall catiole, and on the 20th Dseemhr oom
the winter Jjourney o Red
: in all its'severity. Omn tho«22nd
o'clock in the morning indicated 89 ©

g’yalﬁhngwmdmaptﬂplongmﬁud the Mdaham B.n(a‘r md
dered umng on the ice almost m‘hporhhl& To note here the long
day! of vel down the great valley of 'thﬁa*m at tilnes on the
r and at times upon the neigh _plains, would prove only
hrm record. Littlé by little the snow seemed to deepen, day by day
tho frpst t6 obtain s more lasting power, and to bind in a still more solid
embw all _visible Nature™ No jmm-n voice, no sound of bird or beast,
- nii n9 e of atream to bmak themtenaedlnnm of these vast solitudes of the
Lol : of I quitted
, crossed the ridge wich separ-
epegossis, and descending &e latter

arn

Manif6ba. Finally on the 18th February I renghed
the aatﬂemm.t Poipd on South shore of Manitoba and two days IQT
arrived at Fort Gtrry TR

& .

cessioff the “Pritice_Albert, Forts a 1a Oorné"sad Cumberland, the
mﬂho‘l River mdeﬂbb- umlndwi

4 few§xcep ; 7 ice the entire way.
. Lt
e journey” Asst ocoupied 119 days and ombmed dis-
sefof about &?Wﬂﬂ PRI .

have now bﬂho u:p jon of my best acknowledgmer
Officts of the-variotis posts“of the Hudson Bay Company p :
To'lfr. W. J. w@momn, to Mr. Richard Hardistry, of Victoria,
@, as whll & to Mehers Hackland, Sfficlaiy, Ballenden, Trail, Turner, Belanger,
Mathleison, HGM Munro snd H’cDonn]d I am indebted for much
Ik thank Mr. W. .;. Christie for infor-

»

lue rogards tatistics connected with his District.. 1
the Re iwombe. McDongall, and Nisbet the
ation: ‘w under, towards them, for uniform
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GE%Q':E‘JB.A_L HEPORT.

Having in the briefly allnded to the time occupied im -
travel, to the ruutﬁm angity the Ygenarnl ‘circumstanges -sttending
my journey, I now p: entering u\:}mn the subjects containgd ih ‘the
written instrpctions er which I acted, and in the first instance to lay
before youn the views which I have fm;um' the important question
of the existing state of affairs in the eWan.

The institutions of Law and Order, as in civilized ‘commu-
nities, aré wholly nnknown in the regions of 2 ewan, insomuch -
as the country is without an executive body éver and destitute of any
means to enforce the authority of thg JLéaw. s :

f do not mean to assert that crime and outrage are of habitual occur-
rence among the people of this Territory, or that a state of anarchy exists
—-in any particular.portion of it, but.it is an undoubted fact that crimes of the
most serions nature have been ommﬂted.inwﬂdm{ﬂmbymof
mixed and native blood, without any vindication of the Law being possible,
and that the position of affairs rests at the present moment not on the just
power of an onn ive Authority to enforte obedience, but rather upon the

ive acquiescence of the mqm of a scant population who hitherto
E:;‘al livmigl ignorance of those icting inhmt(j;rhieh. in more popu-
lous and civilized communities, tend to wnarchy and disorder, -

But the question may be asked if the Hudson's Bay Com&nny roﬁno—

; o centres round which- the half-breed settlers have gathered, how

then does it occur that that body should be destitute of governing power,

and unable to repress orime and outrage? ' To this question I would re-

ply that the Hudson's Bay Company being a commercial corporation, de-

pendent for its profits on the n.glgas of the people, is of necessity cautious »

in the exercise of repressive powers, that, also, it is exposed in the Saskat-

chewan to the evil influence which Free Trade has ever devel among

* the native races, that, furth ore, it is brought in contact with tribes

long remarkable for their la and fem:ﬁ:y. and that,Jastly, the ele-

ments of disorder in the whol erritory of Saskatchewan are, for many

causes, yearly on the increase. @ut before entering-upon the subject into

which this last consideration Would lead me, it will be advisable to glance

at the various elements which comprise the population of this Western re-

gion. In point of numbers, and in the'po which they possess of com-

mitting depredations, the iboriginal races m tho foremost place among

i i of ewan. ., These tribes, like the Indians of

‘Dand ‘and the North West, carry on the pur-

bﬂnﬂ% the produce of their hunta to barter for the goods

pany, but, unlike the Indians of more Northern

they subsist almost entirely upon the buffalo, and they carry on

ong themselves an unceasing warfare which has long become traditional.

ed to re murder as honorable war, robbery and pillage as the

its. most ennobling to manhood, free from all restraint, these warring

tri of Oragsg, Assiniboines, and Blackfeet form some of the most savage
among even thd“wild-races of Western America,

Hitherto it may be said that the Orees have looked upon the white man
as their friend, but latterly indications have not been wanting to foreshadow
a change in this respect—a change which I have found many causes to ac-
eount for, and wh.icg. if the Saskatchewan remains in its present condition,
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4 ’
must, 1 fear. deepen into more positive enmity. The buffalo, the red man's
sole means of subsistence, is rapidly disappearing ; year by year the prairles,
which once shook beneath the tread of countless herds 0¥ bisoms, are be-
coming denuded of animal life, and year by year the affliction of starvation
comes with an ever increasing intensity upon the land. There are men
still living who remember tu%:mvo hunted buffalo on the shores of Lake
Manitoba. It is scarcely twelve years since Fort Ellice, on the Assiniboine
River, formed one of the prim:ipn& posts of supply for the Hudson's Bay
Company ; and the vast prairies which flank the Southern and Western
spurs of the Touch-wood Hills, now utterly silent and deserted, are still
white with the bones of the migratory herds, which, nntil lately, roamed
over their surface. Nor is this absence of animal life confined to the plains
of the Qu'Appelle and of the Upper Assiniboine—all along the line of the
North Saskatchewan, from Carlton to Edmonton House, the same scarcity
prevails, and if further illustration of this decrease of bufialo be wanting
I would state that, during the present winter, I traversed the plains from
Red River to the Hocky Mountains without seeing even one solitary ani-
mal upon 1,200 miles of prairie. The Indian is not slow to attribute this
lessening of his principal food to the presence of the white and half-breed
settlers, whose active competition for pemican (valuable as supplying the
transport service of the H. B. Co.,) has led to this all but total extinction of
the bison.

Nor does he fail to trace other grievances—some real, some imaginary
—to the same cause, Wherever the half-breed settler or hunter has estab-
lished himself he has resorted to the use of poison as a means of destroying
the wolves and foxes which were numerous on the prairies. This most .
pernicious practice has had the effect of greatly em ittering the Indians
against the settler, for not only have large numbers of animals been use-
lessly destroyed, inasmuch as fully one-half the animals thus killed are lost
to the trapper, but also the poison is frequently communicated to the In-
dian dogs, and thus a very important mode of winter transport is lost to the
red man. It is asserted, too, that h are times poi d by eatin
grasses which have Become tainted by the presence of strychnine, and nf
though this latter assertion may not be true, yet its effects are the same, as
the Indian fully believes it. In consequence of these losses a threat has
been made, very generally, by the natives, against the half-breeds, to the
effect that if the use of poison was persisted in the horses belonging to the
settlers would be shot.

Another increasing source of Indian discontent isto be found in the po-
licy pursued by the American Government in their settlement of the coun-
tries lying South of the Saskatchewan. Throughout the Territories of Dakota
and Montana a state of hostility has long existed between the Americans
and the tribes of Sioux, Blackfeet, and Peagin Indians. This state of _hos-
tility has latterly been characterized, on the part of the Americans b awar

—of extermination ; and the policy of “clearing out" the red man has now
become a recognized portion of Indian warfare. Some of these acts of ex-
termination find their way into the public records, many of them never
find publicity. Among the former the attack made during the spring of 1870
by a large party of troops upon a camp of Peagin Indians close to the
British boundary line will be fresh in the recollection of Your Excellency.
The tribe thus attacked was suffering severely from small-pox, was sur-
prised at day break by the soldiers, who, rushing in upon the tents, de-
stroyed 170 men, womeoen, and children, in a few moments. This tribe
forms one of the four nations comprised in the Blackfeet league, and have
their hunting grounds partly on British and partly on American territory.
I have mentioned the presence of small-pox in connection with these In-
dians. It is very generally believed in the Saskatchewan that this diseasd
was originally communicated to the Blackfeet Tribes by Missouri. traders.
with a view to the accumulation of robes, and this opinion, monstrous
though it may appear, has been somewhat verified by the Weatarn JPress
when treating of the epidemic last year, As I propoge te* enfer at some
length into the question of this disease at a later portion of this report T now
only make allusion to it as [orming one of the grievances which ‘the Indian
affirms he suffers at the hands of the white muan.

In estimating the causes of Indian discontent s bearing upon the fo.
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ture prese "
ing lgu growing difficnlties which a commercial corporation like the Hud.
son's Bay Company have to contand i when acting in a legal capacity,
I must now allude to the subject of Free Trad The policy of a Free
er in furs is essentially a short-si does not care about
li-being of the Indian is of no

no effort, discontinued
eir Saskatchewan district for many years,
from Red River : and as

In endeavouring to correctly estimate the
affairs in the Saskatchewan the efforts and i
. ary bodies must not be overlooked.

mselves, but it is unfortunately
true that the jarring interests of different religious denominations have
sometimes induced them to introduce into the field of Indian theolo that

polemical rancour which so unhappily distinguishes more civilized com-
munities, ;

To fully understand the question of missionary enterprise, as bearing
upon the Indian tribes of the Saskatchewan valley, I must glance for a
ies i dition of the Inﬁ' i

which he measures truth and

appiness, and all the accompaniments of life, it is

to induce him to look at the white man, from any point

own. From this point of view everything is Fdian.
Canadians and Americans are so many tribes i

the world, whose' land is bad, and who are not
they (the strangers) send goods, mis-
" th if it was not for

. suitable for civilized Society has been addressed to the Red man.
He is told of Governments, and changes in the political world, successive
igious are laid before him by their varions advocates. To-da
he 15 told to believe one religion, to-morrow to have faith in another, ﬂ
it any wonder, that applying his own simple tests to so much conflicting
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testimony, e becomes utterly confused, unsettled and suspicions—to the
White man, as s white man, the Indian has no dislike, on the contrary he
is pretty certain to receive him with kindness and friendship, provided
always that the new-comer will adopt the native system, join the hunting
camp, and live on the plains, but to the whité man as a settler, or hunter
on ?,’,. own account, the Crees and Black feet are in direct antagonism.
Ownership, in any icular portion of the soil by an individual is altogether
foreign to men, who, in the a course of single summer, roam over 500
miles of prairia, In another portion of this report, I hope to refer i
to the Indian question, when treating upon that clause in my instructions
which relates exclusively to Indian matters. I have allunded here to mis-
sionary enterprise, and to the Indian generally, as both subjects are very
closely connected with the state of affairs in the Saskatchewan.

Next in importance to the native race is the half-breed elementin the
population which now claims our attention.

The persons composing this class are chiefly of French descent—origi-
nally of no fixed habitation, they have, within the last few years, been in-
duced by their clergy to form scattered settlements along the line of the
North Saskatchewan. Many of them have emigrated from Red River and
others are either the d.i.schm;ﬁd servants of the Hudson's Bay Company,
or the relatives of persons s in the employment of the Company. l{I
contradistinction to this latter class they bear the name of “Free Men," and if
freedom from all restraint, general inaptitude for settled employment, and
love for the pursuits of hunting be the characteristics of Free Men then they
are eminently entitled to the name they bear. With very few exceptions they
have preferred to adopt that exciti but precarions means of living—the
chase, to follow the more certain m:ﬁlods of iculture. Almost the entire
summer is spent by them upon the plains, where they carry on the pursuit
of the buffalo in large and well orsnnizad bands, bringing the produce of "
their hunt to trade with the Hudson's Bay Company. - 7

In winter they generally reside at their settiemhnhag_oing to the u{n-
er plains in small parties, and drn.gﬂ:g in the frozen Buffalo meat for the
supply of the Company’s posts. is preference for the wild life of the

prairies by hriugin% them more in contact with their savage brethern, and
m

by removing them from the means of acquiring knowledge and civilization
has tended in no small degree to throw them back in the social scale, and
to make thé establishment of a prosperous colony almost an impossibility—
even starvation, that most potent inducement to toil, seems powerless to
promote habits of industry and agriculture. During the winter season they
frequently undergo periods of great privation, but like the Indian the
refuse to credit the gradual extinction of the buffalo, and persist in sti
depending on that animal for their food—were I to sum up the general
character of the Saskatchewan half-breed population, I wonld say: They
are gay, idle, dissipated, unreliable and ungrateful, in a measure brave,
hasty to form conclusions, and quick to act upon them, possessing extra-
ordinary power of endurance, and capable of undergoing immense fatigue,
et scarcely ever to be depended on in critical moments; superstitions and
ignorant, hlvinﬁia very deep rooted distaste to any fixed employment, op-
posed to the Indian, yet widely separated from the white man— altogether
a race presenting, I fear, a hopeless prospect to those who wonuld attempt
to frame, from such materials, a foture nationality. In the appendix will
be found a statement showing the population and extent of the half-breed
settlements in the West. I will here merely remark that the principal
settlements are to be found in the Upper Saskatchewan, in the vicinity of
Edmonton House, at which post their trade is chiefly carried on.

Among the French half-breed population there exists the same politi-
cal feeling which is to be found among their brethren in Manitoba, and the
same sentiments which produced the out-break of 1869-70, are undoubtedly
existing in the small communities of the Saskatchewan. It is no easy mat-
ter to understand how the Iael.in.g of distrust towards Ganada, and a cer-
tain hesitation to accept the Dominion Government, first entered into the
mind of the half-breed, but undoubtedly such distrust and hesitation have
made themselves agpnrent in the Upper Baskatchewan, as in Red River,
though in a much less formidable degree, in fact, I may fairly close
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this notice of the half-breed population
counterpart of French political feeling i
the Territory of the tchewan, but
i ous settlements, ag
which presses
of which I would speak is
and American, not being servants of
present time this class is numericslly i
causes might at " any moment J
develope it into consequence it would not no clain
ing notice. These causes are’to be found in the existence
out a large extent of the Terri hryhm at the
Monnl.gim. ‘?nd‘ in the effect whi @
aAvVe I1n in

years b.

in almost ev

Arthabasca, Mec

into the Arctic Oce. i

and Bow River, which shed to Lake Winnipeg,

The obstacles which the miner has to contend wi very great,

and preclude anything but the most partial examination of the - C X

The Blackfeet are especially hostile towards miners and never hesitate

attack them nor is the miner slow to retaliate ; indeed he has been too fre-
aggressor and the records of gold discovery are fullof horrible

i . It has only been in the neigh-

the Forts of the Hudson's Bay Company that contin'ued wash-

ing for gold could be carried on. In'the neighbourhood of

from three to twelve dollars of gold ha

single day by one man, but the miner

cting” parties from examinin

streams which form the sources of the North and South Saskatchewan.
It is not the high price of provisions that deters the miners from penetrat-
ing these regions but the absolate im ibility of procuring any. Not-
withstanding the man difficulties which I have enumerated a very deter-
mined effort will in probability be made, during the coming summer,
to examine the head waters of the north Branch of the Saskatchewan. A
party of miners, four in number, crossed the mountainslate in the sutumn
of 1870, and sre now wintering between Edmonton and the Mountain
House, having laid in large supplies for the coming season. These men

with confidence of the existence of rich diggings in some portion of the
country lying within the outer range of the mountains. m conversa-
tions which i have held with these men as well as with /others who have
partly investigated the country, I am of opinion that there exists a very
strong probability of the discovery of gold fields in the Upper Saskatche-
wan at no distant period. Should this opinion be well founded the effect
which it will have upon the whole Western territory will be of the utmost
consequence.

ctsuch an influx

n the plain Indians; but of one fact we may

rest assured, namely, that should these tribes exhibit their usual irit of

robbery and murser they would quckly be exterminated y the
miners,

ific States and along the central terri-
ny of British Columbia, & war
n, under similar circumstances, between the miners
the savages, and there is good reason to suppose that the proverbiall
hostile tribe of Blackfeet Indians would form no exception to a rule whi
ith more peaceful nations has been of invariable occurrence.
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Having in the foregoing remarks reviewed the various elements which
compose the scanty but widely extendedpopulation of the Baskatchewan,
outside the circle of the Hudson's Bay Company, I have now to refer to
that body, as far as it is connected with the present condition of affairs in
the Saskatchewan. -

As agoverning bodythe Hudson's Bay Company has ever had to contend
against the evils which are inseparable from monopoly of trade combined
with monopoly of judicial power, but so long as the aboriginal inhabitants
were the only mela with whom it came in contact its authority could be
rresnrved; and as it centered within itself whatever knowl and en-
ightenment existed in the country its officials were regarded by the
aboriginals as persons of a superior nature, nay, even in by gone times it
was by no means unusual for the Indians to regard the possession of some
of the most ordinary inventions of civilisation on the part of the officials of
the Company as clearly demonstrating a close affinity between these gen-
tlemen and the Manitou, ner were these attributes of divinity altogether
distasteful to the officers who found them both remunerative as to trade
and conducive to the exercise of suthority, When, however, the Free
Traders and the Missionary reached the Saskatchewan, this primitive state
of affairs ceased—with the enlightenment of the savage came the inevi-
table discontent of the Indian until there arose the condition of things to
which I have salready alluded. I am aware that there are persons who
while admitting the present unsatisfactory state of the Saskatchewan
ascribe its evils more to mistakes committed by officers of the Cown any, in
their management of the Indians, than to any material change in the char-
acter of the people; but I believe such opinion to be founded in error. It
would be impossible to revert to the old management of affairs. The In-
dians and the half breeds are aware of their strength and openly speak of
it, and although I am far from asserting that a more determined licy on
the part of the officer in charge of the Saskatchewan District would not be
attended by better results, still it is apparent that the at isolation of
the posts, as well as the absence of any fighting element in the class of ser-
vants belonging’to the Company, render the Forts on the Upper Saskatche-
wan, to a very great degree, helpless, and at the mercy of the people of
that country. or are the engaged servants of the Company a class of per-
sons with whom it is at all easy to deal. Recruited principally from the
French half-breed population, and exposed, as I have alread shown, to the
wild and lawless life of the prairies, there exists in reality on ya very slight
distinction between them and their Indian Brethren, hence it is not sur-
prising that acts of insubordination should be of frequent occurrence
among these servants, and that personal violence towards superior officers
shonlg be by no means an unusual event in the Forts of the Saskatchewan :
indeed it has only been by the exercise of manual force on the
part of the officials in charge that the semblance of authority,-has some-
times been preserved. This tendency towards insubordination/is still more
observable among the casual servants or “Trip men"” belonging to the
Company. These persons are in the habit of engaging for a trip or Journey,
and frequently select the most critical moments_to demand an increased
rate of pay, or to desert en masse,

At Edmonton House, the Head Quarters of the Saskatchewan District,
and at the Posts of Victoria, and Fort Pitt, this state of lawlessness is more
apparent than on the lower portion of the river. Threats are frequently
made use of by the Indians and half-breeds, as a means of extorting favor-
able terms from the officers in charge, the cattle belonging to the Posts, are
uselessly killed, and nlw%l.her the Hudson's Bay Company may be said to
retain their tenure of the Upper SBaskatchewan upon a base which appears
insecure and unsatisfactory.

In the foregoing remarks I have entered at some length into the ques-
tion of the materials comprising the population of the Saskatchewan with a
view to demonstrate that the condition of affairs in that Territory is the na-
tural result of many causes, which have been gradually developing them-
selves, and which must of necessity undergo stiﬁ further developments if
left in their present state. I have endeavoured to point out how from the
growing wants of the aboriginal inhabitants—from the conflicting nature of
the interests of the half-breed and Indian population, as well as from the
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natural constitution of the Hudson’s Bay Company, a state of society has
arisen in the Saskatchewan which threaiens at no distant day to give rise
to graye complications ; and which now has the effect of rendering life and
property insecure, and preventing the settlement of those fertile regions
which in other respccts are so admirably suited to colomization,

gion of the Saskatchewan is without
propgerty ; robbery and murder for years
an massacres unchecked, even in the close vi-
Company Posts, and all civil and legal institutions

are wholly and entirely nnknown.

‘I now enter upon that portionof Your Excellency's Instructions which
has reference to the epidemic of Small Pox in the Saskatchewan. It is about
fifty years since the first great epidemic of Small Pox swept over the re-
gions of the Missouri a.mf the Saskatchewan, committing great ravages
among the tribes of Sioux, Gros-Ventres and Flat Heads upon American
Territory ; and among the Crees and Assiniboines of the British. The
Blackfeet Indians escaped that epidemic, while on the other hand the As-
siniboines, or Stonies of the Qu'Appelle Plains were almost altogether des-
troyed. Since that period the disease appears to have visited some of the
Tribes at intervals of greater or less duration, but until this and the pre-
vious year its ravages were confined to certain localities, and did not extend
universally throughout the country. During the summer and early winter
of ‘69 and '70 reports reached the Saskatchewan of the prevalence of Small
Pox,of a very malignant type among the South Peagin Indians, a branch of
the great Dlackfoot Nation. It was hoped however that the decease would
be confined to the Missouri River and the Crees who as usual were at war
with their traditional enemies, were warned by Missionaries and others
that the prosecutions of their predatory expeditions into the Blackfeet
Country wonld in all probability carry the infection into the North Saskat-

tribes, on the head waters of the Missouri,

pidly through the kindred tribes of Blood, Blackfeet

and Lurcee Indians, all* which new tribes have their hunting ounds

north of the Boundary Line. Unfortunately for the Crees, they %:iled to

listen to the advice of those persons who had recommended a i
of hostilities. i i i

feet country, and comin i in which
a tent was still standing they proceeded, to ramsack it. This tent contained
the dead bodies of some Blackfeet, and althongh these bodies presented a
very revolting spectacle, being in an advanced stage of decomposition, thay
were nevertheless subjected to the usual process of mutilation, the scalps
and clothing being also carried away.

nences of this raid
less disastrous to the whole Cree Nation. At the eriod of the year to which
I allude, the early summer, these Indians nsnal y assemble {ogether from
different directions, in large numbers, and it was towards one of those nu-
merous assemblies that the returning war party, still carrying the scal
and clothing of the Blackfeet directed’ their steps  Almost immedistely
upon their arrival the disease broke out amongst them, in its most mali
nant form. Onut of the 17 men who took part i the raid, itis asserted that
not one escaped the infection and only two of the number a pear to have
survived, he disease once introduced into the camp, spread with the ut-
most rapidity, numbers of men, women, and children fal victims'to it dur-
ing the month of June—the cures of the medicine men were found utter-
ly unavailing to arrest it and as a last resource the camp broke up into
small parties. Some directing their magch towards Edmonton and others
to Victoria, S8addle Lake, Fort Pitt and or‘f the whole line of the North
Saskatchewan, Thus at the same period, the begi:nning of July, Small Pox
of the very worst daaeriptio_n was spread throuﬁmnt some 500 mijles of
territory, appearing almost ﬁﬂltmeonaly at the Hudson Bay Company's
Posts from the Rocky Mountain House to Oarlton.

It is difficult to imagine = state of pestilence more terrible than that
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which kept pace with these moving parties of Orees during the summer
months oFISTO. By streams and lakes, in willow copses, and upon bare hill
\gides, often shelterless from the fierce rays of the summer sun, and exposed
to the rains and dews of night, the poor plague stricken wretches Iny down
to die. No assistance of any kind. for the ties of family were quickly
loosened and mothers abandoned their helpless children upon the way side,
fleeing onward to some fancied place of safety. The district} ing between
Fort lEil.t and Victoria, a distance of about 140 miles, was perhaps the scene
of the gréatest suffering. / .

In the immediate neighborhood of Fort Pitt, two camps df Crees ek-
tablished themselves, at first in the hope of obtaining medica.ipa istance and
failing in that, for the officer in charge soon exhausted his slender stofe,
they appear to have endvavoured to convey the infection into the Fort, in
the belief that by doing so they would cease to suffer from it themselves. The
dead bodies were left unburied close to the stockades, and frequently Indians
in the worst stage of the disease might be seen trying to force an entrance
into the houses, or rubbing portion of the scab from their persons against the
door handles and window frames of the dwellings. It is singular that only
three persons within the fort should have been infected with the disease,
and I can only attribute the comparitive immunit enjoyed ::!e resi-
dents at that Eout to the fact that Mr. John Sinclair had en precan-
tion early ig. the summer to vaccinate all the persons regi g there, having
obtained the vaccine matter from a Salteaux Indian who had been vacecin-
ated at the mission of Prince Albert, presided over by Rev. Mr. Nesbit,
sometime during the spring. In this matter of vaccination a very impor-
tant difference appears to have existed between the Upper and Lower Sas-
katchewan. At the scttlement of St. Albert near Edmonton the opinion
prevails that vaccination was of little or no avail to check the spread of the
disease, while on the contrary residénts on the lower portion of the Sas-
katchewan assert that they cannot trace asingle case in which death had
ensued after vaccination had been properly performed. I attribute this dif-
ference of opinion upon the benefits resulfing from yaccination to the fact
that the vaccine matter used at St. Albert anﬁ Edmonton was of a spurious
description, having been brought™from Fort Benton, on the Missouri River,
by traders during the early summer, and that also it was used when the
disease had reached its height, while on the other hand the vaccination car-
ried on from Mr. Nesbit's Mission appears to have been commenced early
in the spring and also to have been of a genuine description.

At the Mission of St.Albert, called also “ Big Lake,” the disease assum-
ed a most malignant form ; the infection appears to have been introduced
into the settlement from two different sources almost at the same period.
The summer hunting party met the Blackfeet on the plains and visited the
Indian camp (then infected with small pox) for the purpose of makin
peace and trading. A few days later the djsease appeared among them an
swept off half their number in a very short space of time. To such a de-
gree of helplessness were {het' reduced that when the prairie fires broke
out in the neighbourhmd of their camp they were unable to do anything
towards arresting its progress or saving their property. The fire swept
through the camp destroying a number of horses, carts and tents, and the
unfortunate people returned to their homes at Big Lake carrying the di-
sease with them. About the same time some of the Crees also reached the
settlement, and the infection thus communicated from both quarters, spread
with amazing rapidity. Out of a total population numbering about 900
souls 800 caught the disease, and up to the date of my departure from Ed-
monton (22nd December,] 811 deaths had occurred. Nor is this enormons
percentage of deaths very much to be wondered at when we consider the
circumstances al.tend.mg this epidemic., The people huddled together in
small hordes, were destitute of medical assistance or of even the most ordi-
nary requirements of the hospital. During the period of delirium inciden-
tal to small pox, thoy frequently wmdere«ft‘orth at night into the open air,
and remained for hours exposed to dew or rain; in the latter stages of the
disease they took no precautions against cold and frequently died from re.
lapse produced by exposure, on the othér hand they appear to have suffer-
ef but little pain after the primary fever passed away. “ I have frequently,
says Pere Andre, “ asked & man in the last stages of small pox, whose end
was close at hand, if he was suffering much pain, and the almost invarisble
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reply was, None whatever.” Tht( seem also to have died without suf-
fering, although the fearfully swollen ap, ce of the face, upon which

scarcely a feature was visible, would 1 to the supposition that such a
condition must of ity be panied by great pain.

The circumstances attending the progress of the epidemic at Carlton

House are worthy of notice both on account of the extreme virulence which

h terized the di at that post, and also as no official record of this
visitation of small pox wWounld be complete which failed to bring to the
notice of Your Excaﬁzncy the undaunted heroism displayed by a young
officer of the Hudson's Bay Company, who was in temporary charge of the
station. At the breaking out of 51& isease, early in the month of August,
the population of Carlton numbered about 70 souls, Of these 32 persons
cmght the infection and 28 persons died. Throughout the entire period
of the epidemic the officer rcady alluded to, Mr. Wm. Traill, laboured
with untiring perseverance in ministering to the necessities of the sick, at
whose bedsides he was to be found both day and night undeterred by the
fear of infection, and undismayed by the unusually loathsome nature of
the disease. To estimate, witz anything like accuracy, .the losses cansed
among the Indian tribes is a matter of considerable di.gculty. Some tribes
and portions of tribes suffered much more severely than others. That
most competgnt authority, Pere Lacomb, is of opinion that neither the
Blood nor Blackfeet Indians had, in proportion to LEeir numbers, as many”
casualties as the Orees, whose losses may be safely stated at from 600 to
800 persons. The Lurcees, a small tribe in close alliance with the Black-
feet, suffered very severely, the number of their tents being reduced from
50 to 12. On the other hand the Assiniboines or Stonies of the plains,
warned by the memory of the former epidemic by which they were almaost
annihilated, fled at the first approach of the disease and keeping far out in
the South Eastern prairies escaped the infection altogether, The ve
heavy loss suffered by the Lurcees to which I have Jjust alluded, was
apprehend due to the fact that the members of this tribe have long been
noted as persons possessing enfeebled constitutions as evidenced the

revalence of goitre almost universally amongst . As a singular il-
ustration of the intractable nature of these Indians I wonld mention that
at the period when the small pox was most destructive among them the
still continued to carry on their horse stealing raids against the Crees an
half-breeds in the neighbourhood of Victoria %dission. It was not unusual
to come upon traces of the disease in the corn fields around the settlement
and even the dead bodies of some Lurcees were discovered in the vicinity
of a river which they had been in the habit of swimming while in the
prosecution of their predatory attacks. The Rocky Mountain Stonies are
stated to have lost over 50 souls. The losses sustained by the Blood, Black-
feet and Peagin tribes are merely conjectural, but as their loss in leading
men or chiefs has been heavy it is only r ble to pres that the
casualties suffered generally by those tribes have been proportionately
severe. Only three white persons appear to have fallen victims to the di-
sease ; one, an officer of the Hudson’s Ba Company service at Carlton, and
two members of the family of the Rev. Mr. McDougall, at Victoria.

ether I should be inclined to estimate the entire loss along the North Sas-
Entchewm. not including Blood, Blackfeet or Peagin Indians, at about 1,200
persons. Atthe period of my departure from the Bn?:hewan, the be-

inning of the present year, the disease which committed such terrible
El voc among the scanty populsation of that region still lingered in man
localities. On my upward journey to the Rocky Mountains
had found the Forts of the Hudson's Bay Company free from
infection. On my return journey I found cases of small-pox in the Forts of
Edmonton, Victoria and lgitt—mes which, itis true, were of a milder de-
scription than those of the autumn and summer, but which, nevertheless,
boded ill for the hoped for disappearance of the plague beneath the snows
and cold of winter. With regard to the sn&p! of medicines sent by direc-
tion of the Board of Health in Manitoba to the gaskatchawm. I have onl
to remark that I conveyed to Edmonton the portion of the supply destin
for that station. It was found, however, that many of the bottles had been
much injured by frost, and I cannot in any way favouribly notice either
the composition or general selection of these supplies.

Amongst the many sad traces of the ‘epid.imje existing in the Upper
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Saskatchewan I know of none so touching as that whith is to be found in
an assemblrge of some 20 little orphan gathered ther beneath
the roof of the Sisters of charity at the Settlement of St. Albert. These
children are of all races, and even in some instances the sole survivors of what
was lately a numerous family. They are-fed, clothed, and taughtat the ex-

pport, and that the present
winter is one of unusufll scarcity and distress IY:DS' the North tohe-
wan, then it will be perceived what a fitting object for the assistance of
other communities is now existing in this distant orphanage of the North.

I cannot close this notice of the epidemic without ulludingto the danger
which will arise in the spring of introducing the infection into Manitoba
As soon as the prairie route becomes practicable there will bo: much traffic
to and from the Saskatchewan—furs and robes will be introduced into the
Settlement despite the law which prohibita their importation. The resent
quarantine establishment at Rat Creek is situated too near to the Settlement
to admit of a strict enforcement of the sanitary regulations. It was onlyin
the month of October last year that a man coming direct from Carlton d’;rsd
at this Rat Oreek, while his companions, who were also from the same
place, and from whom he caught the infection, passed on into the
If I might suggest the course which appears
I wonld say i i g the spring and
summer months, who would examine frei ters and others, iving them
Bills of Health to enable them to entor the Province, wouldg effectually
meet the requirements of the situation. All persons coming fromr the West
are obliged to pass close to the neighborhood of Fort Ellice, This station
is situated about 170 miles West of the Provincial boundary, and about 800
miles South East of the South Saskatchewnn-—formi.ng the only post of call
upon the road hetween Carlton and Portage La Prairie. [ have only to
add that unless vaccination is made com ulsory among the half-breed inha-
bitants they will, I fear, be slow to avlﬂpthamse]ven of it. It must not be
forgotten that with the disa pearance of the sngw from the plains a quan-
tity of infected matter—clo , Tobes, and portions of skeletons will i
become exposed to. the atmosphere, and also, that the skins of wolves,
ete., collected during the present winter, will be very liable to contain in-

fection of the most virulent descri ption,

The portion of Your Excellency's Instructions which has reference to
the Indian tribes of the Assiniboine and Saskatchewan regions now claim
my attention.

The aboriginal inhabitants of the country lying between Red Riverand
the Rocky Mountains are divided into tribes of Salteanx, Swampies, Crees,
Assiniboines, or Stonies of the Plains, Blackfeet and iniboines of the
Mountains. A simpler classification, and one which Will be found more
useful when estimating the relative habits of these tribes, is to divide them
into two great classes of Prairie Indians and Thickwood Indians—the first
comprising the Blackfeet with their kindred tribes of Bloods, Lurcees, and
Peagins, as also the Crees of the Saskatchewan, and the Assiniboines of
Qu'Appelle; and the last bein composed of the Rocky Monntain Stonies,
the SwnmE Crees, and the teaux of the country lying between Manitoba
and Fort Ellice. This classification marks in reality the distinctive charac-
teristics of the Western Indians. On the one hand we find the Prairie
Tribes subsisting almost entirely upon the buffalo, assembling together in
large camps, ac owledging the eadership and authority of men con-
spicuous by their abilities in war or in the chase, and carrying om a per-
petual state of warfare with the other Indians of the plains.

On the other hand we find the Indians of the Woods subsisting by fishin
and by the pursuit of moose and deer, living together in amall parties, -g-
mitting only a very nominal authority on the part of one man professing to
entertain hostile feelings towards certain races, but rarely developiug such
feelings into positive hoali]jtias—nllogether a much more'peacefully

people, because less exposed to the angerous influence of large assemblies,

Commencing with the Seulteanxz, I find that they extend Westward
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from Portage la Prairie to Fort Ellice, and from thence North to Fort Pell
and the neighbourhood of Fort a la Oorne, where the border and mix Inlz
the kindred race of Swampy or Muskego Crees. At Portage la Prairie and
in the vicinity of Fort Ellice a few Sioux have s ared since the outbrealk
in Minnesota and Dakota in 1862. Itis probab e‘ﬁml the number of this
tribe on British territory will annuall increase with the prosecution of rail-
road enterprise and setflement in the {Iorl.hem portion of the United States.
At present, however, the Sioux are strangers at Fort Ellice, and have not
yet assumed those rights of proprietorship which other tribes, longer resi-
dent, arrogate to themselves.

' The Saunlteaux, who inhabit the country lying West of Manitoba, par-
take partly of the character of Thickwood and partly of Prairie Indians—
the buffalo no longer exists in that portion of the country, the Indian camps
are small, and the authority of the chief merely nominal. The lan
spoken by this tribe is the same dialect of the Al nquin tongue which is
used in the Lac la Pluie District and throughout the greater portion of the
Settlement.

Passing North-West from Fort Ellice we enter the country of the Oree
Indians, having to the North and East the Thickwood COrees, and to the
South and West the Plain Crees. The former, under the various names of
Swampies or Muskego Indians, inhabit the country West of Lake Winnipeg,
extending as far as Forts Pelly and a la Corne, and from the latter place, in
a North-Westerly direction, to Carlton and Fort Pitt. Their language,
which is similar to that spoken by their cousins, the Plain Crees, is also a
dialect of the Algonquin tongue, They are seldom found in large numbers,
usually forming camps of from four to ten families, They carry on the
pursuit of the Moose and red deer, and are, generally speaking, expert
hunters and trappers.

Bordering the Thickwood Crees on the South and West lies the
country of the Plhin Crees—a land of vast treeless <xpanses, of high
rolling prairies, of wooded tracts lying in valleys of many sized
streams, in a word the land of the Saskatchewan. A line running
direct from the Touchwood Hills to Edmonton House would mea-
sure 500 miles in length, yet would lie altogether within the country
of the Plain Crees. They inhabit the prairies which extend from
the Qu'Appelle to the South Saskatchewan, a portion of territory, which was
formerly the land of the Assiniboine, but which became the country of the
Crees through lapse of time and chance of war., From the Elbow of the
South anugz o!P the Saskatchewan the Cree nation extends in a West
and North West direction to the vicinity of the Peace Hills, some fifty miles
south of Edmonton. Along the entire {’ine there exists a state of
warfare during the months of Summer and Autamn for here

~the territory over which ro {

these
ribes became known to the fur traders of the North West and Hudson's
Bay companies there has existed this state of hostility amongst th%‘ﬂn
Crees having been the first to obtain firearms from the ita ' era,
quickly extended their boundaries, and movin from the Hudson’s Bay
and the region of the Lakes overran the plains of the Ud;por Saskatchewan,
Fragments of other tribes scattered at long intervals thr the present
country of the Orees attest this conquest, and it is probable that the whole
Indian territory lying between ‘hm Saskatchewan and the American
Boundary Line would have been dominated over by this tribe had the
not found themselves opposed by the Great Blackfeet Nation, whic
dwelt along the sources of the Missouri. '

Passing west from Edmonton we enter the Country of the Rocky
Mountain Stonies, a small tribe of Thickwood Indians dwelling along the
source of the North Saskatchewan and in the outer ranges of+the
Mountains, A fr ent no doubt from the once powerful Assiniboine
nation, which has found a refuge amidst the forests and mountams of the
West. This tribe is noted as possessing huntefs, and mountain guides of
great energy and skill. Although at war with the Blackfeet, collisions are
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not frequent between them, as the Assiniboines never go upon war
parties ; and the Blackfeet rarely venture into the wooded country.

Having spoken in detail of the Indian-tribes inhabiting the line of
fertile couniry lying between Red River and the Rocky Mountains it only
remains for me to allude to the Blackfeet with the confederate tribes of
Blood, Lurcees and Peagips. These tribes inhabit the great plains lying
between the Red Deer River and the Missouri, a wvast track of
country, which with few exceptions is arid, treeless and sandy—
a portion of the true American desert, which extends from the
Fertile Belt of the SBaskatchewan to the borders of Texas, With the
exception of the Lurcees the other confederate tribes speak the same lan-
guage—the Lurcees, being a branch of the Chipwagans of the North, speak
a langunage peculiar to themselves, while at the same time understanding
and speaking the Blackfeet tongue. At war with their hereditary enemies, the
Crees, upon their northern and eastern boundaries—at war with Kootanais
and Flathead tribes on South and West—at war with Assiniboines on
South-East and North Wesi—carrying on predatory excursions against the
Americans on the Missouri, this Blackfeet nation forms a people of whom
it may truly be said that they are against every man, and that every man is
against them, Essentially a wild, lawless, erring race, whose natures have
received the stamps of the region in which they dwell ; whose knowledge
is read from the great book which Day, Night and the Desert unfolds to
them ; and who yet possess a rude eloguence, a savage pride, and a wild
love of freedom of their own. Nor are there other indications wanting to
lead to the hope that this tribe may yet be found to be capable of yielding
to influences to which they have heretofore been strangers, namely, Justice

and Kindness.

/—nhnbil.ing as the Blackfeet do a large extent of country which from
the arid nature of its soil must ever prove useless for purposes of settle-
ment and colonization, I do not apprehend that much difficulty will arise
between them and the Whites, provided always that measures are taken
to guard against certain ibilities of danger, and that the Crees are
muf:to understand that the Forts and settlements along the Upper Sas-
katchewan must be considered as neutral To‘md upon which hostilities
cannot be waged against the Blackfeet. As matters at present stand,
whenever th:%lnck vet venture in upon a trading expedition to the Forts
of the Hudson's Bay Company they are generally assaulted by the Crees
and savagely murdered. Pére Lacombe estimates the number of Black-
feet killed in and around Edmonton alone during his residence in the
West, at over 40 men, and he has assured me that to his knowledge the
Blackfeet have never killed a Cree at that place, except in self-defence.
Mr. W.J. Christie, Chief Factor at Edmonton House, confirms this state-
ment. He says, *“ The Blackfeet respect the whites phore than the
Crees do, that is, a Blackfoot will never attempt—the life of a
Cree at our forts and bands of them are more easily controlled
-trolled in an excitement than Crees. It would be easier for one of us
to save the life of a Oree among a band of Blackfeet than it would be to
save a Blackfoot in a band of Crees.” In consequence of these repeated
assaults in the vicinity of the forts, the Blackfeet can with difficulty be
persuaded that the Whites ate not in active alliance with the Crees. Any

rson who studies the geographical position of the posts of the Hudson's

ay Company cannot fail to notice the immense extent of country interven-
ing between the North Saskatchewan and the American Boundar Line, in
wgich there exists no fort or trading post of the Company. ‘thjs blank
space upon the maps is the country of the Blackfeet. Many years a
post was established upon the Bow River, in the heart of the Blackfeet
Country, but at that time they were even more lawless than at present,
and the position had to be abandoned on account of the expenses necessary
to keep up a large garrison of servants. Since that time (nearly 40 years
ago) the l{iackfeet have only had the Rocky Mountain House to depend on
for supplies, and as it is situated far from the centre of their conntry it only
receives a portion of their trade. Thus we find a very adtive business car-
ried on by the Americaus upon the Upper Missouri, and there can be
little doubt that the greater portion of robes, Buffalo leather, &ec., traded
by the Blackfeet finds its way down the waters of the Missouri. There is

so another point connected with American trade amongst the Blackfeet
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to which I desire to draw ?dal attention.
Mountain House during the Fall of 1870, have
of a trading post of Americans from
the Belly River, sixty miles within the
They have asserted that two American traders, well known on the
Missouri, named Culverston Healy, have established themselves at
this for the purpose of Alcohol, Whiskey, and arms and am-
munition of the most roved description, with the Blackfeet Indians ;
and that an sctive trade is being carried on in all these articles, which it
in said, are constantly smuggled across the Boundary Line by people from
Fort Benton. This story is apparently confirmed by the lg-BOO of the
Blackfeet from the Rocky Mountain Housé this season, and also from the
fact of the arms in question (Regﬁng Rifles) being found in possession
of these Indjans, '?hetown of Benton on the Missouri River has luﬁg
been noted lor supplying the Indians with arms and ammunition, to su
an extent has this trade n carried on, that Miners in Montana, who have
suffered from Indian attack, have threatened on some occasions to burn the
stores belonging to the- traders, if the practice was continued. I have al-
ready spoken of the great extent of |£¢ Blackfeet country; some idea of
the roamings of these Indians may be gathered from a circumstance con-
nected with the trade of the Rocky Mountain House, Dnrm%:fo ing and
summer raids which the Blackfeet make upon the Crees of dle Bas-
katchewan, a number of horses belonging to the Hudson's Bay Company,
and to settlers are yearly carried away. It is » general practice for per-
sons whose horses have n stolen to send during the Fall to the
Mountain House for the missing animals, altho that station is
800 to 600 miles distant from the fm where the thefts have been com-
mitted. If the horse has not peru.ged from the ill trestment to which he
has been subjected by his captors, he is usnally found at the above named
station, to which he has been bro%ght for bariér in a terribly worn ont
condition. In the appendix marked B will be found information i
tho localities occupied by the Indian tribes, the names of the principle
chiefs, estimate of numbers in each tribe, and o‘%r information connected
with the aboriginal inhabitants, which for sakeofclearness I have arranged
in s tabular form.

It now only remains for me to refer to the last clause in the instruc-
tions under which I acted before entering into an expression of the views

which I have formed upon the subject of what -.Epenrs n to be

done in the interests of peace and order in the tchewan. The Fur
trade of the Saskatchewan District has long been in a dmﬁn]nw:n,
great scarcity of th® richer descriptions of furs, competition of free s
and the very heavy expenses incurred in the maintenance of estab-
lish ts, have bined to render the District a source of loss to the Hud-
son's Bay Company. This loss has, I believe, varied ann y from £2,000
to .£6,000, but herétofore it has been somewhat counterbalanced by the fact
that the Inland Transport Line of the Com y was dependent for its sup-
ply of provisions upon the Buffalo meat, which of late years has only been
gﬁroennble in the Saskatchewan. Now however that buffalo can no longer
procured in numbers the Upper Saskatchewan becomes more than ever

a burden to the Hudson's Bay (l;ompany; still the abandonment of it by the
Company might be attended by more serious loss to the trade than that
which is incurred in its retention. Undoubtedly the Saskatchewan, if
abandoned by the Hudson’s Bay Company, would speedily occl:giad by
traders from the Missouri, who would also tap the trade of the richer fur-
pmmhdhlrich of Lesser Slave Lake and the North. The products of
the ewan ﬂm r principally consists of provisions, including pemi-
can and dry meat, n&o robes and leather, linx, cat, and wolf skins. The
richer fars, such as otters, minks, beavers, martins, etc., are chiefly procured
in the Lesser Slave Lake Division of the Saskatchewan District. ith re-
snrd to the subject of Free Trade in the Saskatchewan, it is at present con-
ucted upon principles quite’ different from those existing in Manitoba.
The Free Men or “Winterers” are, strictly speaking, free ers, but they
of the greater portion of their fars, robes, ete. to the Company.

Some, it is true, carry the produce of their trade or hunt (for they are
both hunters and traders) to Red River, d.lm:ling of it to the merchants in
Winnipeg, but I do net imagine that more one-third of their trade thus
finds its way into the market. These free men are nearly all French half-
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mﬂmmby&c . Hhasfrequently occurred
that & very considerable trade has beén on wilh sleohal, b
en from the Settlement of Red River, and distributed
others in the Upper Saskstchewan. This trade has been
very worst col ces, but the lsw prohibiti

m' nor is now y known thronghout the W
ial effects have already been experienced.

¥
I feel convinced that if the proper means are taken the suppresasion of
the liguor traffic of the West can be easily accomplished.

A very important subject is that which hss reference to the communics-
“tion bbtween the Uppc?ﬂuk-tohewnn and Missouri Rivers.

Fort Benton on the Missouri has of late become a place of Very consid-
erable importance ss a post for the supply of the mining districta of Mon-
tana. Its phical position is favourable. Stan at the head of
the navi on of the Missouri it commands the trade of Idaho and Mon-
tana. steambost without breaking bulk can go from New Orleans to
Benton, a distance of 4,000 miles. Speaking from the recollection of infor-
mation obtained st Omaha three years ago it takes about 80 days to ascend
the river from thst town to Benton, the distance being about 2,000 miles.
Only boats dnwl.:%ﬂ or 3 feet of water can perform the journey as there
are many shouls shifting sands to obstuct heavier vessels. 1t has been
estimated that between 80 or 40 steamboats reached Benton during the
course of last r. The , for purposes of navigation, may be
reckoned as having a duration of sbout 4 months. Let us now travel
North of the American boundary line and see what effect Benton is likel
to produce upon the trade of the Saskatchewan. Edmonton lies NV, N, 'li;
from Benton about 870 miles, Carlton asbout the same distance North-East.
From both Csrlton and Edmonton to Fort Benton the country presents no
obstacle whatever to the of loaded carts or waggons, but the road
from Bdmonton is free from Blackfeet during the summer months, and is
better ed with wood'and water. For the first time in the'history of
the chewan carts ?uod saflely from Edmonton to Benton during the
course of last summer. hese carts, 10 in number, started from Edmonton
in-the month ef May, bﬁngirig furs, robes, etc., to the Missouri. They re-
turned in month of June with a cargo consisting of flour and aleohol.

The furs and robes realized good prices, snd altogether the journey was
so sncessful as fo hold out high inducements to other persons to attempt it
during the coming Summer. Already the Merchants of Benton are bidding
high for the possession of the trade of the Upper Saskatchewan and esti-
mates have been receivéd by missionaries offering to deliver goods at _
Edmonton for $7 (Ameriean currency) per 100 lbs, all risks being insured.
In fact it has only been on account of the absence of a Frontier Custom
House that importations of Bonded Goods have not already being made
via Benton.

These facts speak for themselves.

Without doubt if the natural outlet to the trade of the Saskatchewan,
namely the River Saskatchewan itself, x in its pr t neglected state,
the trade of the Western Territory will seek a new source, and Benton
will become to Edmonton what St. Paul in Minnesota is to Manitoa.

With a view to bringing the regions of the Saskatchewan into a state
of order and security to establish the authority and jurisdiction of the
Dominion vernment, as well as to p. te the colonization of the country
known as the * Fertile Belt” and, %rticnllrly to guard against the deplor-
able evils arising out of an Indian War, I would recommend the followi
conrse for the consideration of Your Excellency. First—The appointment o
a Civil Magistrate or Commissioner, after the model of similar appointments
in Ireland and in India. This official would be required to make semi-
annnal tours throngh the Saaskatchewan for the purpose of holding courts;
he would be unm in the discharge of his i];nd.icinl functions by the civil
m?’_l.l‘l‘l“ of the Hudson's Bay Company who have beeil already nomiated,
and by others yet to be appointed from smongst the most influential snd
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Third.—The establishment of two Government Stations, one on the
Upper Saskatchewan in the nnfghhonrhood of Edmonton, the other at the
junctions of the North and So Branches of the River raskatchewan be-
ow Caslton. The establishment of these stations to be followed by the ex-

tingunishrdent of the Indian Title, within certain limits, to be defermined
h{ the cal features of the locality—for instance, say from longitude
of Carlton House eastward to juction of two Saskaschewans, the Northern
and Southern limits being the river banks—Again, at Edmonton, I would
recommend the Government to take possession of both banks of the Sask-
atchewan River, from Edmonton House to Victoria, a distance of about 80
miles, with a depth of, say, from 6 to 8 miles. The Districts thus taken
possession of, wounld immediately become available for Settlement, Govern-
ment Titles being given at rates which would induce immigration. These
are the three general Propositions, with a few additions to be mentioned
hereafter, which I believe will, if acted upon secure Peace, and order to the
¥askatchewan, enco settlement, and open up to the influences of
aivilized man one of the fairest regions of the Earth. For the sake of clear-
ness, I have embodied these three su tions in the shortest ronibla
forms. I will now revise the reasons which recom d their ption,
and the benefits likely to acorue from them. )

With reference to the first suggestion, namely the ap tment of a
Resident Magistrate, or Oivil Commissioner. I would m y observe that
the general report which I l{rva already made on the subject of the State
of the Saskatchewan, as well as the particular statement to be fourid in the
Appendix marked D. will be sufficient to_prove the necessity of that ap-
pointment. With regard however, to this appointment as connceted with
the other ion of mili force, and Government stations or Distriots,
I have much to advance. The first pressing necessity is the establish-
ment, as speedily as possible, of some Civil Authority which will give a dis-
tinet and hngb @ idea of Government to the native and lnlll'-bmasl ula-
tion, now so totally devoid of the knowledge of what Law and Civil Goy-
ernment may pertain to. The establishment of such an authority, district
from and independant of the Hudson Bay Company, as well as from any
Missionary body situated in the comntiy, would insugurste a new series

of events, a commencement as it were of civilization in these vast re /

gions,

free from all associations connected with the former hi of the country,”
and separate from the rival systems of en , while at the
same time lending countenance and support to Wi t some material
force to remder obligatory the ordinances of such an suthority matters
wonld I believe become even worse than they are at present, where the
wrong doer does not appear to violate any law, bocause there is mo law to
violate. On the other hand Iam stroug:g of ppinion that any military force
which would merely be sent to the F. of the Hudson's Bay Company
would only a source of useless expenditure to the Dominion Govern-
ment, i mhverymuahthe-memtauﬂuyeﬁd-tpmt,

ing little protection outside the immediate cirle of the Forts in ques-
tion, i out no inducements to the establishment of new Settlements,
and liable to be mistaken, by the ignorant people of the country, for the
hired defenders of the Hudson's Bay Company. 'Thus it seems to me that
Force without distinct Oivil Government would be useless, and that Civil
Government would be powerless, without a material Force. in as to
the purchase of Indian Eghh upon certain localities, and the formation
of setilements, it must be borne in mind that no settlement is possible in the

an until some such plan is adopted. .

People will not build houses, rear stock, or cultivate land in places
whmegnhutﬂomlhblubbokiuod,mdthehmp‘m. It must
also be remembered thst the Saskstchewan offers at present not only a
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mng’niﬁmtnﬂmdnﬂnadim-h.butdma market for all farming pro-
duce at rates which are exorbitantly high. For instance—flour sells g.m
£2 10s. to £5 per the 100 lbs.; potatoes 5s. to Ts. s bushel ; and other com-
modities in pm'rorﬁon. No apprehension need be entertained that such
settlements would remain uoh&ui establisiiments. There are at the

ent time many persons scattered through the Saskatchewan who wish to
become farmers and settlers, but hesitate to do so in the absence of protec-
tion and security. These personsare old servants of the Hudson's Bay O om-
pug who have made money, or hunters, whose lives have been passed
in the Great West, and who now dosire to settle down. Nor would another
class of settler be absent. Several of the Missionsries in the Saskatchewan
have been in correspondence with persons in Oanada who desire to seek a
home in this Western land, but who have been advised to remain in their
present country until matters have become more settled along the Saskat-
chewan. The advan ot the localities which I have'specified—the junc-
tion of the branches of the Saskatchewan River, and the neighbourhood of
Edmonton may be stated as follows :— Junction of North and South branch
—a place of t futare military and commerecial importance, commanding
navigation of both rivers—enjoys a climate suitable to the production of al
ce and roots, and a soil of unsurpassed fertility—is sitnated about mid-
way between Red River and the Rockg Mountains, and Jwﬂoﬂnﬂ abundant
ancf excellent supplies of timber for building and fuel—is below the pre-
sumed interruption to steam navigation on Saskatchewan River, known as
“Qoal Falls,” and is situated on direct cart road from Manitoba to Oarlton.

Edmonton, the centre of the Upper SBaskatchowan, also the centre of
large population (Mhreed)mmt?' lying between it and Victoria very
fertile—is within easy reach of Blackfeet, Cree, and Assiniboine country—
summer frosts often injurious to wheat, but all other crops thrive well, and
even wheat is frequently a large and productive erop—timber for fuel plenty
and for building can be obtained in large cs:_mntitiu 10 miles distant—coal in
hrgde quantities on bank of river, and gold at from 8 to 10 dollars a day in

e

Only one other subject remains for consideration (I presnme that the

establishment of regular mail communication and steam navigation would

follow the adoption of the course I have recommended), and, therefore, have

not thonfht t to introduce them ; and to that sunl:-ihect. I will now allude
closin,

before this Report, which has already reached proportions very
much larger than I had anticipated. 1 refer to'the Indian question and the
best mode of dealing with it. As the military protection of the line of the
Saskatchewan against Indian attack would be a practical impossibility with-
out a very great expenditure of money it becomes nec that all pre-
cantions should be taken to prevent the outbreak of an Indian war, which
if once commenced could not fail to be productive of ngna nences, 1
would nﬁ;the advisability of sending a Commissioner t6 meet the tribes
of the 8 tchewan during their summer assemblies.

It must be borne in mind that the real Indian Question exists many
hundred miles West of Manitoba in a region where the red man wields a
power and an influence of his own. Upon one point I would recommend
particular caution, and that is in the selection of the individual for this pur-
Ece. I have heard s good deal of persons who were said to possess great

owledge of the Indian character, and I have seen enongh of the red man
to esti at its real worth the possession of this knowledge—knowledge
of Indian character has too long been synonymous with knowledge of how
to cheat the Indian—a species of cleverness which, even in the science of
chicanery, does not re%l:rde the exercise of the highest abilities. I fear that
the Indian has alread too many dealings with persons of this class, and
has now got & very shrewd idea that those who possess this knowledge of
his character have also ged to p th ves of his property.

With regard to the objects to be attended to by a Commission of the
kind I have referred to, the princi wonuld be the establishment of
peace between the warring tribes of Orees and Blackfeet. I believe that a
peace duly entered into, snd signed by the chiefs of both nations, in the
presence and under the authority of 'a Government Commissioner, with
that show of ceremony and display so dear to the mind of the Indian, would
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be lasting in its effects. Such a peace should be made on the basis of resti-
tution to Government in case of robbery. For instance—during time of

eace a Orec steals five horses from a B oot. In that case the icu-
ar branch of the Oree nation to which the thief belonged would have to
ﬂve up fen horses to Government, which would be handed over-to

e Blackfeet as restitution and atonement. The idea of peace on
some such understanding occurred to me in the Saskatchewan, and I
;luutionud one of the most influential of the Oree chigfs upon the subject.

is answer to me was that his band would agree to such a proposal and
abide by it, but that he could not speak for the other bands. I would also
recom d that dals, such as those given to the Indian chiefs of Canada
and Lake Superior many years , be distributed among the leading men
of the Plain Tribes. It is astonishing with what religious veneration these
large silver; medals have been preserved by their owners through all the
vicissitudes of war and time, nug with what pride the well Tluhad effigy
is still pointed out, and the words “King George” shouted by the Indian
who has yet a firm belief in the present existence of that monmarch.
If it should be decided that a body of troops should be despatched to the
West I think it very advisable that the officer in command of such, body
should make himself thoroughly acquainted with the Plain Tribes, visiting
them at least annunally in their camps, and conferring with them on points
connected with their interest. I am also of opinion tif the Government
establishes itself in the Saskatchewan, a third post should be formed after
the lapse of a year at the junction of the Medicine and Red Deer Rivers in
Latitade 52° "18' North, and Longitude 114° 15° West, about 90 miles
South of Edmonton. This position is well within the Blackfeet country,
possesses a good soil, excellent timber, and commands the road to Benton.
This post need not be the centre of a settlement, but merely a Military,
Customs, Missionary, and Trading establishment. In the Arppwd.u
marked “G” will be found memoranda regarding the movement of troops,
formation of posts, length of marches, etc.

Such, Sir, are the views which 1 have formed upon the whole g:ﬁon
of the existing state of affairs in the Saskatchewan. They result the
thought and experience of many long days of travel through alarge portion
of the region to which they have reference. If I were asked from what
point of view I have looked upon this question, I would answer—From that
point which sees a vast country lying, as it were, silently nwa.iﬁ.ngl the ap-

proach of the immense wave of human life which rolls unceasingly from
Europe to America. Far off as lie the regions of the Saskatchewan from
the Atlantic sea-board on which that wave 18 thrown, remote as are the fer-
tile glades which fringe the Eastern slopes of the Rocky Mountains, still
that wave of human life is destined to reach those beautiful solitudes,
and to convert the wild luxuriance of their now useless vegetation into all
the requirements of civilized existence. And if it be matter for desire that
across this immense continent, resting upon the two greatest oceans of the
world, a powerful-nation should arise with the strength and the manhood
wbicg race and climate and tradition would assign to it: A nation which
would look with no evil eye upon the old mother land from whence it
sprung, a nation which, having no bitter memories to recall would have no
idle grejndicea to perpetuste; then surely it is worthy of all toil of hand
and brain, on the part of those who to-day rule, that this great link in the
chain of such a future nationality should no longer remain undeveloped—
a prey to the conflicts of savage races—at once the garden and the wilder-
ness of the Central Continent.

W. F. BUTLER,

Lieutenant, 69th Regiment.
Manitoba, 10th March, 1871.




APPENDIX A.

Settlements (Half-breed) in Saskatchewan. !

“PriNcE ALBERT.”—English half.breed. A Presbyterian Mission presid-
ed over by Rev. Mr. Nesbit. Small poaf of Hudson's Bay Com-
pany with large form attached. On north branch of Saskatche-
wan River, 86 miles above junction of both branches, a fine
soil, plenty of timber, and good wintering ground for stock; 50
miles east of Carlton, and 60 west of Fort a la Corne.

WaITEFISH LAXKE. —English—Wesleyan Minlion—on]; a few settlers—soil
good—timber plenty—situated north east of Victoria 60 miles.

Lac LA Bioae.—French half-breed, Roman Catholic Mission.
attached to Mission with Water Grist Mill, &c. ry good
and timber asbundant; excellent fishery, situated at 70 miles
north west from Fort Pitt.

Vicroria.— English half-bfeed, Wesleyan Mission, large farm, soil ;
alogether a rising little colony; situated on north branch of
Bmhﬂ:ewm River, 84 miles below Edmonton Mission, pre-
sided overrby Rev. J. McDougall. e

8r. ALBERT.—French half breed, Roman Catholic Mission and residence
of Bishop (Grandin); fine church building, school and convent,
etc. Previous to epidemic 800 French, the largest settlement in
Saskatchewan ; very little farming done, all hunters, &c., situat-
ed 9 miles north of Edmonton, orphanage here.

Lac St. ANNE.—French half-breed, Roman Catholic, settlers mostly emi-
ted to St. Albert. Good fishery, a few farms existing and
oing well. Timber plenty and soil (as usual) very ; 50

miles north west from Edmonton. ~

National Arc s of Canada
Archives nationales du Canada
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APPENDIX O.
Names of persons whose appointment to the Commission of the
wonld be recommended,
All officers of Hudson's Bay Company in charge of Posts.
Mr, Chanle tain of St. Albert Mission, Edmonton.
Mr. Brazeau, " " B¢

Mr. McKenzie, of Victoria.

Mr. Kml_:mte. Senr., residing near Carlton

Mr. Wm. Borwick, St. Albert Mission, Edmonton.
Mr. McGillis, residing near Fort Pitt.




APPENDIX D.

)
List of some of the crimes which have been committed in Saskatchewan
without investigation or punishment.

Murder of & man named Whitford near Rocky Mountains.

Hn?ar of George Daniels by George Robertson at White Mud River,
near Victoria.

Murder of French Half-breed by his nephew at St. Albert.
Murder of two Lurcee Indians by Half-breed close to Edmonton House

Murderous attack upon a small party of Blackfeet Indians (men, wo-
men, and children) made by Crees near onton in April, 1870, by which
several of the formor were killed and wounded. T attack occurred
sﬂeriherg.fe olf!tla?et:ndimh::!bmpmnhmudodﬁomthacm ll.hs
officer of the L . in charge at Edmonton, a guard vi or
their safe passage across the rivers. This composed qu-noh-m.
breeds from Bt. Albert, opened out to right and left when attack commenced
and did nothing towards saving the lives of the Blackfeet, who were nearly
all killed or wounded. There is now living close to Edmonton a woman
who besat out the brains of a little child aged two years on this occasion ;
also a half-breed man who is the foremost instigator to all these atrocities.
Deside these murders and acts of violence, rob is of continual occur-
rence in the Saskatchewan. The outrages specified above have all taken

place during the last few years.
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