YOUR THEME SONG

DIAGNOSTIC WRITING ACTIVITY

In a one page, double-spaced written piece, Select ONLY ONE song and
write about it as your “theme song” that defines your hopes for this year or your experiences from this past summer.  Explain clearly what it is about this song that makes you feel that it defines your hopes for this coming year or this past summer.

You must discuss specific lyrics and the song must represent several thoughts or feelings you had over the summer or your hopes for this year; the song cannot simply be a reflection of one day.

You must select a particular line(s) or passage(s) from the song that you really empathize with, and include your discussion of this line in their explanation. 

While I will assess your writing in this activity, it will not be formally evaluated; However, this is a great way for me to get to know you and get to know your writing ability so that I can gauge where to focus my attention in future lessons.  Do your best!

SPECIFIC CURRIULUM EXPECTATIONS:

· Students will generate, expand, explore, and focus ideas for potential writing tasks, using a variety of strategies and print, electronic and other resources as appropriate.

· Students will write complete sentences, communicate clearly and with insight and sophistication to suit audience and purpose, using grammar conventions and documentation formats correctly.

· Students will regularly revise drafts to improve content, organization, clarity and style of their written work and will proofread and correct their writing.

Due  Friday, September 6TH
Assessment Rubric:
Name: __________________________
Theme Song

· Students will generate, expand, explore, and focus ideas for potential writing tasks, using a variety of strategies and print, electronic and other resources as appropriate.
· Students will write complete sentences, communicate clearly and with insight and sophistication to suit audience and purpose, using grammar conventions and documentation formats correctly.

· Students will regularly revise drafts to improve content, organization, clarity and style of their written work and will proofread and correct their writing.

	Strands
	INS
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3 

meets expectations and satisfies requirements
	Level 4   *Includes level 3, plus:



	Developing and 

Organizing 
Content

(W1)


	
	
	
	 ( Writing is clear

( Integrates considerable and convincing supporting evidence

( Shows considerable analysis and synthesis of ideas through explanation of evidence
( Supports ideas throughout essay


	( Writing is clear and insightful

( Integrates considerable and compelling supporting evidence
( Shows thorough analysis and skillful synthesis of ideas through explanation of evidence

( Supports thesis thoroughly throughout essay


	Using knowledge 

of Form and Style

(W2)


	
	
	
	( Organization is clear, focused, and logical (formal structure)

	( Organizes information with a high degree of coherence and unity (formal structure)



	Applying  

Knowledge of 

Conventions

(W3)
	
	
	
	( writing and syntax is clear
( few grammatical errors
( uses appropriate language style (formal)


	( writing and syntax is clear and enhances argument

( no grammatical errors
( uses sophisticated language style

	Reflecting and 

Revising

(W4)
	
	
	
	( Utilizes revision and planning process effectively

	( Revision and planning process substantially enhances final product


Overall Expectations included: (in bold)
	Oral Communication
	
	Reading and Literature
	
	Writing
	
	Media
	

	O1 Listening to Understand
	
	R1 Reading for Meaning
	
	W1 Devel. and Organizing Content
	
	M1 Understanding Media Texts
	

	O2 Speaking to Communicate
	
	R2 Understanding Form/Style
	
	W2 Using Knowl. of Form/Style

	
	M2 Understanding Forms/Techniques
	

	O3 Reflecting on Skills/Strategies 
	
	R3 Reading with Fluency
	
	W3 Applying Knowl of Conventions
	
	M3 Creating Media Texts
	

	
	
	R4 Reflecting on skills/strategies
	
	W4 Reflecting on skills/strategies
	
	M4 Reflecting
	


